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The archbishop 
in his own words 
on his life's work 

Editor's note: Seattle Times 
staff reporter Lee Moriwaki inter
viewed Seattle Archbishop Thomas 
fyf ~hy two years ago this month for 
a planned extensive profile of the 
leader of Western Washington's 
350,000 practicing Roman Catholics. 
~urp~y spo~e about his upbringing 
m Chicago, his family and his forma
tive years in school. 

Before the project could be com
pleted, however, Moriwaki switched 
assignments and Murphy's cancer 
returned. Murphy died Thursday 
after suffering a brain hemorrhage 
while undergoing chemotherapy for 
acute myelogenous leukemia. 

My parents (Barth and Nellie 
Murphy) had a tremendous, deep 
faith and an appreciation of culture 
and heritage. Irish culture definitely 
figured strongly, a connectedness 
with family. 

The idea of going to a seminary to 
consider the oriesthood was alwavs 

the hope and dream of many boys at 
that particular time. In my class (at 
Quigley Preparatory Seminary), 
there were about 240 of us. Some 30 
were named priests 12 years later. 

As the archdiocese and the larger 
community prepare to celebrate his 
life at a ~neral Mass on Thursday, it 
se~ms tn!l~ly to recall the archbish- / 
op s remm1scences during his talk · 
with Moriwaki. What follows are 
excerpts of Murphy's comments dur
ing the conversation. 

In my first year of theology, which 
would have been the first year of 
graduate school, my dad was dying of 
cancer. I think they (family) still had 
some wonderment, would I become a 
priest? I remember my dad saying, 
"If you're going to become a priest, 
be a good one." 

Archbishop Thomas Murphy died 
Thursday at age 64. 

I lived in what they call the 
Garfield Park area (of Chicago's 

. West Side). Because of the brno 

catholic population, almost everyone 
would identify themselves by the 
parish they belonged to. So I be
longed to a parish called St. Mel. He 
was a nephew of St. Patrick. 

In the ninth grade, they had an all
boy's school in downtown Chicago. 
The name of the school was Quigley 
Seminary . . . people came there 
from all over the archdiocese, all over 
Chicago. It exposed you to a whole 
environment you might not have 
been conscious of if you just stayed in 
your own neighborhood. 

I loved reading. Things came to 
me easily, I have to admit. But 
probably where I was weakest all 

through school, and still panic at it, 
would be, of all things, public speak
ing and speech. I still hate to talk. 

I t's amazing when you remember 
a sermon that people give (years 
earlier). This one was in 1950. 

Nineteen-fifty, by the wav. was the 
last time where the pope (Pius XII) ; 
declared anything infallible: It was 
the assumption of the Blessed Vir- · 
gin Mary, that Mary at the end of 
her life ascended into heaven. In 
1950, when everybody was de
pressed and there was that whole 
tenseness and anxiety with (war in) 
K?rea about to break out and every
thing else, the church reminds us, 
hey, there is more to life than all 
this depression you see around you. 
We're meant to be with God in 
~temity, as Mary was. That (point 1 

m a sermon by a St. Mel's priest) 
struck me, it really struck me. 

I think (the priesthood) was 
almost like a direction that 
your life was taking, to be of 

service, to be connected with the 
church, which was significant and 
important to me. 

During the late '50s and '60s, so 
much was happening. There was a 
revolution going on within the 
church (with reforms from Vatican 
m. As one person put it, it was a 
church in transition in a world in 
turmoil. The senseless horror of 
the Vietnam War, knowing young 
people who died that you're asked 
to come back to celebrate their 
funerals. The whole idiocy of war. 
And good friends who chose to 
leave the priesthood. They ::;hared 
the same experiences, the same 
values, and yet they make another 
~hoice. That cannot help but 
prof!1pt you to ask, why are they 
leavmg, why am I staying? 

I find relevance, meaning and 
1 fulfillment in my experiences as a 

priest. It really struck me yester
day, in fact these past months, that 
what you want most as a priest is to 
be in a parish where you are con
nected with people's lives on a 
stable basis for five, 10, 15 years. As 
the bishop, sure, you're pope and 
pastor for an entire diocese, but you 
don't have that connection on an 
ongoing, sustained basis with a 
parish community. I'd give anything 
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I t's hard to believ~ I'm begin
ning my fifth year (as Seattle 
archbishop, following four 

years as co-adjutor with Archbishop 
Raymond Hunthausen). I hope peo-; 
pie have been attentive to my cry to 
give far more attention to the rural 
communities .... 

I hope I have helped to support 
veloped to guide the church to the 
year 2000) crystalizes and concre':.' 
tizes my dreams ~d hopes. I hope 
the outreach through charities~~ l 
Catholic Charities,- continues · ~91 
grow. I wish we had more of on~·~ 
thing I initiated, and that is rest- ! 
dences·for single women with chil
dren. We have one such facility.,, 
Elizabeth House. · ·_ j 

0 ne of the things I. like to d~ 1 

with young people is try to 
describe what has hap

pened to them in their lives. 
They've lived through four presi
dents, three popes, they've seen 
the Berlin Wall collapse, Tianan
men Square, Oklahoma City, Soma:.· 
lia, Grenada, Desert Storm, Bosni~. 
Just stop and think of some of the 
things these high-school kids have· 
lived through. I find with young 
people, if they know you're con..: 
·nected with them just for a mo
ment . . . It becomes a starting 
point. 

I had cancer surgery, I. don't. 
know if you knew that. There's 
an article I wrote (about it) that 

I share with people, whenever I find 
Catholic education tliiough Cathp
lic schools. This vision statement· 
(on spirituality and ministrY that an ' 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council de
ollf people have cancer. 

At times like that, you think 
about who you are, what you're 
about. 
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Services for archbishop . ·~· ,.~ 
Services for Seattle Archbish2 ." :'. 
op Thomas Murphy will be at'.:~·~;·: 
the following churches: ~: · · ,./~fl~!· 

.,, !--

• !oday, 2 p.m. vigil, St. · ··:;.f::t:; 
Michael's Church, Olympia. . ... ,, 
•Today, 7:30 p.m. vigil, St. ~ .. ',.~ 
Charles Borromeo Church, 
Tacoma. · 
•Tomorrow, 7:30 p.m. vigil, . '~· 
St. Mary Magdalen Church .. 
Everett. ' _ ., . 

St.James Cathedral services: " '~-· 
• Tuesday, 2 p.m., rite of 
reception of the body; 4 p.m., ·, , i' 
~he arc~bishop's body will lie .. ··): 
m state m the cathedral until · · · · ,.,, 
the funeral Mass on Thurs- -. -'~ 
day; 5:30 p.m., evening pray-
er; 9 p.m., night prayer. · ·· · · ... 
•.Wednesday, ~ a.m., rosary; · ·' •;., 
8.15 a.m., mo~mg pqiyer;· .. ·• • 
12:10 p.m., nudday prayer; . . ·-=": 

7:30 p.m., ecumenical vigil· 9 •;· ~; 
p.m., night prayer. ' ::::4:: 
• Thursday, 8 a.m., rosary; ~·-:c.:;r: 
8:15 a.m., morning prayer; ·. ,. 
noon, ~neral Mass; 2 p.m., · ···•· · 
reception; 3 p.m., rite of ·· ., '. 
committal as the archbishop is ~ · · · 
buried in the cathedral crypt. .... 
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