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The Harvest

The Liturgical Year which celebrates the mystery of salvation has many highlights with its 
emphasis on different themes of God's life and love for the human race. I deeply appreciate the 
time of waiting we share during Advent and I am overwhelmed with all that Christmas 
announces in the birth of a God-made-man. Lent has become more and more for me a time of 
grace to reflect on the gift of baptism and the call I share with others to follow Christ. Pentecost 
is a mind-boggling feast with the coming of the Holy Spirit. Yet, if there is one feast in the life of 
the Church which gives meaning to all the others, it is Easter, the feast which celebrates the 
triumph over sin and death. !
Easter is the central feast of the Church. Its theme is life as a result of the victory which Jesus 
won as a result of His Passion and Death. The song of Easter is ''Alleluia,” which tells us as a 
community of faith that we must be an Easter people concerned with building up the life of grace 
within us as individuals and as a community. !

EASTER AND THE INDIVIDUAL!
For each one of us as individuals, Easter is a time to reflect on our own life as followers of Jesus 
and members of the Church today. Just as human life needs nourishment, care and healing, so 
too does our life in Christ. The message of Easter calls us as individuals to a union with Christ in 
the Eucharist, to a more intense life of prayer, and to share in the healing power of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Easter asks us never to take our life in Christ for granted, but to 
seek ways in which we might increase the presence of the Lord within us.!
Easter is a special challenge to disciples of Jesus to be faithful to His presence in the Church 
today. Such fidelity demands that we accept Jesus and the Church not on our terms, but on the 
terms of the Gospel and Church teaching today. Just as the early Christian community was 
asked to be a people of heroic faith and commitment, we too are asked to be the same today. !

EASTER AND THE COMMUNITY!
Easter is a time for parish communities to look for the sources of life which sustain and nourish 
them. At the heart of parish life is the Eucharist where we celebrate the continued presence of 
Jesus among us. If we want to preserve this life which is critical to a parish community, we must 
seek ways to encourage a greater response from young men to consider priesthood as a 
vocation of service to God and to His people. The Eucharist is central to the life of the Church. 
But to have the Eucharist, there is a need for priests. !
If parish communities in Eastern Montana want to continue to celebrate the Easter message of 
life in its fullness, then there has to be a commitment of people to seek ways through prayer, 
sacrifice, and concerted effort to seek out young men to consider a vocation to priesthood to 
serve the Church of Eastern Montana.
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In addition to an increased emphasis on the recruitment of candidates for the priesthood, parish 
communities preserve the value of Easter life when they recognize the importance of 
evangelization as a primary ministry and mission of a parish community. Once the early 
Christian community recognized what happened on Easter morning, and having received the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, they began the incredible task of preaching the Good News to the ends of the 
earth. Evangelization must be a central focus of every parish community if we are to continue to 
be an “Alleluia” people. !

A PERSONAL THOUGHT!
The life of the Church in Eastern Montana is a driving force for me. I believe we cannot take that 
life for granted. That is the joy of Easter each year reminding us that life is a precious gift which 
needs to be nourished and appreciated. The Risen Lord makes all the difference. But that same 
Risen Lord calls us as individuals and as parish communities to be faithful to Him. At times, the 
price is high where we are asked to be people of courage and conviction. But, whatever the 
cost, I believe that our fidelity to the Lord and His Church today will only bring us the gift of life to 
the fullest. !
May Easter life, joy and hope be yours to the fullest. May we have the courage to follow the Lord 
today and make His presence come alive within our own lives and in our parish communities. 
Have a blessed Easter!


