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This summer was far busier than I had hoped it would be. I had made commitments over a year 
ago to be present at various gatherings and workshops where I was asked to share some 
reflections and input. These commitments ranged from an RCIA workshop to the gathering of 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society at its national and international meetings. I also tried to be 
present in various parish communities of the diocese over the weekends as well as to catch up 
on work I needed to do at the Pastoral Office. !
Yet, in mid-August, I responded to an invitation to spend two days with the priests of the 
Archdiocese of Portland and to reflect with them on the "Spirituality of Diocesan Priests in the 
Church Today.” Rarely have I spent so much time and preparation in organizing my thoughts as 
I did for this particular commitment. And as I reflect on it later, I realize that in trying to share the 
relationship between priestly ministry and identity with spirituality for the priests of Portland, I 
was really examining my own life by asking myself what my own spirituality is and what it must 
become. !

A SEARCH FOR MEANING!
A diocesan priest differs from a religious priest, such as a Capuchin, Jesuit or Redemptorist, 
because a diocesan priest does not belong to a religious community with a distinct charism. 
That charism is rooted in the vision of the founder of the religious community which religious 
men and women continue in the world today. However, a diocesan priest is ordained to serve a 
particular geographical area in union with the Bishop and other priests of a diocese. But in 
reading the documents of Vatican II and the revised Code of Canon Law, I was reminded again 
that the first and foremost way in which priests seek holiness is in the pastoral ministry they 
share with people. !
A friend of mine, Father Louis Cameli, helped me understand what it means to pursue holiness 
in the ministry which I or any priest share with people. It is in the pastoral situation where a 
priest serves others that the priest can find God and God finds him. A visit to a hospital reveals a 
hope and yearning for peace through the people to whom a priest ministers. A celebration of a 
wedding anniversary where a couple rejoices in the commitment they have shared reflects a 
fidelity that has flesh and blood. Celebrating the Eucharist and preaching God's Word becomes 
the occasion for communities, large and small, to be energized and sustained. And in doing all 
this and so much more, the Church tells us that the priest becomes the holy person, for in 
pastoral ministry, the priest finds God and God finds him. !

A NEED FOR SOLITUDE!
Yet, to have pastoral ministry become the means to holiness, there is the need for solitude, for 
the times of silence when God speaks and we dare to listen. Solitude paradoxically becomes the 
sounding board for the priest and all disciples of Jesus to hear the Word spoken by the Father. 
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Why do I share the above with you in this column? Most of all, I wanted to share it with the 
people and priests of the diocese to help all of us realize and appreciate the corporate 
experience we share as a People of God in the Church today. I also wanted to remind myself 
that in the hectic schedule I create for myself in being Bishop of this diocese that the people of 
this Church become a grace for me. I hope I can appreciate that gift even more this coming 
year. But to do so, I also know l need the solitude, the time for prayer, the time for quiet, the time 
to listen to God's Word and the challenge which Jesus offers. Hopefully, what happens then is 
the incredible adventure of finding God and recognizing that God finds me. 


