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The Harvest

No season of the year is like Christmas. For weeks, we hear the commercial world tell us to 
rejoice and be glad, to join with family and friends in various celebrations. And if we listen to the 
Church, the weeks and days before Christmas are a time of waiting, of silence and prayer 
before the explosion of faith occurs which announces the birth of Jesus, the God-made-man. !
Into this dichotomy comes a sense of anticipation when we become familiar with the many 
people who populate the pages of Scripture to announce the birth of Jesus. And as I think about 
these various characters again this year, I cannot help but be fascinated by one set of unnamed 
people who are part of the Christmas story. !
I am fascinated by the three characters who emerge from the East and are known as the “Three 
Wise Men.” Like a comet across the Northern skies which appears for a brief moment in time, 
the Magi come from the East following a star to discover the new-born King. !
Perhaps it's my own travels through Eastern Montana which make the Magi such attractive 
people to me. But more than that, the Magi are people of faith who commit themselves to be 
pilgrims who search for the presence of the Lord. They risk everything in order to discover the 
Lord. !
No time of year is so charged with human and spiritual emotions as is Christmas. The tragedy of 
this season is its brevity and impact on our day-to-day lives. So much time is spent getting ready 
to celebrate Christmas that when the feast does arrive, we may well be too exhausted to 
appreciate it, let alone hold on to what it shares with us. !
Maybe that's why the Magi intrigue me so much. They were people who took a risk by daring to 
journey to the unknown. A journey to the unknown is what faith asks of us. We are asked to be 
believers, ready to expect the unexpected in the different forms and shapes which the future 
holds. And through all the challenges, difficulties, questions and uncertainties, we must still be 
part of a pilgrim people in the ongoing journey of faith, in the ever-present experience of “not 
yet.” !
Some may think that the greatest challenge to our faith is to recognize our God as a child in a 
crib at Bethlehem. I really believe it is more than that. It is rather the conviction and certainty that 
on each of our journeys of life, God is present. The Lord leads us, and we are asked to walk with 
him despite the cost. !
There will be no star in the heavens pointing out the direction we should take. But there will be 
the gifts which Jesus shared with us - the gift of nourishment and healing offered to us in the 
Eucharist and Reconciliation; the gift of the Gospel and its challenge; the gift of the Church as a 
community of faith where people mutually enrich one another; the gift of life itself with its ups 
and downs, its joys and sorrows, its pain and possibilities. And as we use these gifts, we are 
asked to make the journey as the Magi did, in a spirit of faith which gives meaning, purpose and 
direction to our lives. 
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To accept in faith that God would take on human flesh and be born in a crib in Bethlehem is not 
the challenge. The real challenge is to take the journey each day to discover Him. The Magi may 
well be fictional characters who symbolize the yearning of the human heart, but for me, they are 
very real because they did what I want to do, to take the risk of faith to seek the Lord. What 
makes the Magi even more attractive is that they found the Lord. !
May this Christmas be a time for all of us to discover the Lord and to continue the journey of 
faith each day in our lives. Have a blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with hope and 
peace. 


