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It is hard to realize that a New Year is upon us. When I was younger, it seemed that time would 
never pass quickly enough. Yet, age presents a different vision of both time and life. Time 
becomes a much more precious reality. As such, we realize that we are stewards of the gift of 
time and are obliged to use it well. A New Year offers a time to reflect on the challenges which 
life offers to each of us. !
The greatest challenge remains as it has always been of searching for the best way to live out 
our faith commitment to the Lord and as members of the Roman Catholic faith community. This 
challenge takes on different forms, but it is rooted in our contact with the Lord through the 
Eucharist and the other sacraments. It comes alive in our development of vibrant faith 
communities within our parishes and our Diocese whereby we strive for unity in faith and 
worship. !
The first month of the New Year reminds us of particular challenges in the Church and world 
today. On January 22, 1983, we recall the tenth anniversary of the Supreme Court decision 
which allowed abortion to take place in our country as a matter of course. The Roman Catholic 
teaching that life begins at the moment of conception confronts this Supreme Court ruling and 
we are challenged to do all we can, especially prayer and penance, to increase our respect and 
reverence for life. !
From January 18th to January 25th, we celebrate again Church Unity Octave Week, a time for 
Christian faiths to celebrate together what unites them, instead of what divides them. Again, 
ecumenism calls us to be aware of our own faith tradition, to practice it, and to have respect and 
knowledge for the faith traditions of others. !
A unique challenge for us in Eastern Montana is the planning needed to face the future with an 
ever-decreasing number of ordained priests to serve our communities. There are many 
alternatives, but an essential response to this challenge would be to encourage young people to 
consider priesthood and/or religious life as a vocation. Vocations are the result of prayer, 
penance, and the encouragement of families. !
I feel especially blessed at the beginning of a New Year with the opportunity to share in an eight 
day directed retreat with the Bishops of the Northwest at Immaculate Heart of Mary Retreat 
House in Spokane. During that time, which begins January 3rd, the people, religious and priests 
of the Diocese will be in my prayers in a special way. Please remember myself and the other 
Bishops in your prayers. May 1983 be a year of hope and faith. May we together meet the 
challenges of our time and respond to them. May God bless all of us during the coming year.
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