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The ending of one year and the beginning of a new year has a strange fascination in American 
culture. The end of a year always holds a tinge of nostalgia for the time that has passed with the 
missed opportunities as well as the moments and experiences we grasped and became better 
because of them. For over 25 years, New Year’s Eve has been unique for myself since it was 
the day on which my father died. Ever since, the end of one year has always been a reminder to 
me of the gifts of life, love and faith that have been shared with me. But, at the same time, the 
beginning of a New Year was not only a time for personal resolutions, but also a time for dreams 
and hopes to become a reality while we have the gift of time to make them possible. !
1982 is a New Year. With this gift of time, there comes a responsibility to use this gift well as 
individuals, as members of a family, as a community and as a Church. One of our 
responsibilities is to fulfill our mission as a Roman Catholic faith community in today's world. A 
New Year challenges us to dream and hope in a renewed way. !
I'd like to share with you some of my dreams and hopes for 1982. At the heart of all these 
dreams and hopes is a desire for peace in the world. Despite the polls that tell us that a majority 
of the American public expect a nuclear war to occur in this decade, I believe the Christian 
community can work for peace through prayer and fasting and the encouragement of world 
leaders to seek together alternatives to nuclear escalation. I hope and dream that as a faith 
community we might become more sensitive to the social issues of justice and peace to which 
the Church must address itself if it is to be faithful to the Gospel and Christian tradition. Roman 
Catholics today cannot divorce themselves from involvement in issues of prejudice and poverty, 
peace and justice. !
Within the Church community itself, I have ongoing dreams and hopes. The Liturgy, and 
especially the celebration of the Eucharist, is a focus for these dreams and hopes. Liturgy is to 
be a celebration of faith which brings a community together in word and Sacrament. Such 
celebrations do not happen by accident. They are the result of a spirituality and prayer which 
need to be developed along with a deeper understanding and integration of our faith as adults. 
This challenges parish communities to see a Liturgy Committee as an indispensable component 
of a parish community which helps to plan celebrations of faith which speak to the lived 
experience of the parish community. !
The recognition and development of ministries by the total Christian community is another 
dream and hope I have for 1982. Ministry or Christian service goes beyond the sanctuary and 
must include the reaching out to others through education, evangelization, and concern for the 
aged, the sick, and the forgotten members of our communities. But all ministry becomes merely 
functional and mechanical if it is not supported and encouraged by ongoing formation and 
education at regular intervals throughout the year. !
A greater sensitivity to our relationship to the total Roman Catholic faith community throughout 
the world is but another dream and hope I have for 1982. The universal Church as well as the 
Diocesan Church offers guidelines to each of us in faith and worship. A fidelity to these 
expectations will only bring about a greater unity and strength to our identity as a Roman 
Catholic faith community. 
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And finally I share a dream and hope I have for the youth of our diocese. In my encounters with 
the young people of our Diocese, I have found them to be one of the richest resources we 
possess. They are generous, enthusiastic, and interested in the Church and the Gospel 
message of Jesus. They are looking to the adult world for example and inspiration. I believe they 
are also looking to the adult Christian community to challenge them to consider a vocation to 
priesthood and/or religious life as well as other areas of Christian ministry and service. This 
dream and hope is so critical to the future of the Church in Eastern Montana. !
I don't know what my father would say about my dreams and hopes for a new year. But I do 
know that he taught me to be a dreamer and each New Year's Eve when I reflect on what he 
shared with me, I know I can only wake the next day if I have dreams to share and hopes to 
fulfill. I pray you might share my dreams and hopes for 1982.
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