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We often think of gifts within the Christian economy almost exclusively in terms of Christmas. 
Yet, one of the greatest gifts we possess as a community of faith was shared with us by Jesus 
on Easter, the most important feast of the Church year. How appropriate it was for the Lord to 
share with His apostles on Easter evening the gift of being able to forgive sins. After what 
seemed to be the end of everything, Jesus appeared to His disciples and greeted them with the 
words, "Peace be with you!" He went on to tell them: "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
peoples' sins, they are forgiven them; if you hold them bound, they are held bound." !
If there is any reality we seek after in the world today, it is the gift of peace. We long for peace 
within ourselves, peace with God and our neighbor, peace within families and communities, 
peace among nations. And it is this gift of peace which Jesus gave His disciples on Easter 
evening by offering them the opportunity for forgiveness and reconciliation. !
This Easter evening encounter between Jesus and His disciples is the scriptural basis for the 
existence of the Sacrament of Reconciliation within the Roman Catholic faith tradition. The 
history of this sacrament within the Church is most interesting, but what has always remained a 
constant has been the opportunity for people to receive God's forgiveness and the gift of peace. !
It is no surprise to people within the Church that there has been a decline in the practice of 
celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation in recent years. To address this issue, Pope John 
Paul II convened the Synod of Bishops in the Fall of 1983 to address the topic of "Reconciliation 
and Penance." Just last month, the Holy Father issued an Apostolic Exhortation where he 
offered his reflections and teaching on this important subject. !
The text of the Holy Father's message is long, almost 145 pages. Yet, in powerful words the 
Pope calls upon the Christian community to appreciate again the gift of peace which Jesus gave 
us on that first Easter in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Pope stated that the world today 
has lost its “sense of sin,” and “the sacrament of penance is in crisis." In the Exhortation, the 
pope began with an overview of divisions in the world today and said that sin is “the radical 
cause of all wounds and divisions between people, and in the first place between people and 
God.” He called penance, conversion and reconciliation the only ways to overcome such 
divisions. !
I took time this past week to read this document. For some, this document will not be popular 
since the Holy Father does not mince words in dealing with the reality of sin within the human 
condition today. Yet, this document is also a challenge. It asks us to re-discover the reality of sin 
and the way in which each sin affects others with social consequences. It calls us to recognize 
again the need for renewed education, particularly in such areas as a sense of sin, the meaning 
of temptation, fasting and other forms of asceticism as a part of penance and conversion, as 
well as a better understanding of the church's social teaching. !
Peace and forgiveness were Christ’s Easter gifts to the Christian community. We take 
advantage of these gifts through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. May 1985 be a year when we 
take time to appreciate and use this gift. It's a gift worth taking! 
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