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In March,1979, Pope John Paul II shared his first encyclical with the Church entitled "Redemptor 
Hominis." He recalled with gratitude the teaching of Pope Plus XII on the Church as the Mystical 
Body of Christ. Pope John Paul II then went on to say,!
"Membership in that body has for its source a particular call, united with the saving power of 
grace. Therefore, if we wish to keep in mind this community of the People of God, which is so 
vast and so extremely differentiated, we must see first and foremost Christ saying in a way to 
each member of the community: ‘Follow me.' It is the community of the disciples, each of whom 
in a different way - at times very consciously and consistently, at other times not very 
consciously and very consistently - is following Christ. This shows also the deeply 'personal' 
aspect and dimension of this society." !
In the first chapter of a magnificent book published this past year by the Reverend Avery Dulles, 
S.J. (A CHURCH TO BELIEVE IN, Crossroads Publishing Co., New York, 1982), the author 
describes the implications of what it means to be a "community of disciples" to which Pope John 
Paul II calls us. This idea of the Church as a community of disciples has a certain biblical basis, 
especially in the book of Acts. But it is in the experience of the contemporary Church that we 
discover the challenge of what it means to be the disciple. Father Dulles states: "The disciple is 
by definition one who has not yet arrived, a learner trying to comprehend strange words and 
unravel puzzling experiences. To be a disciple is to be under authority and correction. It is to be 
still on the way to full conversion and blessedness of life." !
This theme of a community of disciples is most attractive because it challenges each member of 
the community to grow, as a disciple must. Such growth occurs for the believer through prayer, 
the celebration of sacraments, and an ongoing reflection and study that recognizes our 
knowledge and awareness of our faith not as a static condition, but as a continual movement. !
Moreover, to be a community of disciples demands a unity in faith and worship in our parishes 
and our Diocese. I believe that as our diocese and individual parishes enter into the RENEW 
program or process next Fall, that unity will be strengthened and solidified. RENEW calls us 
back to our roots as disciples of Christ who are asked to live our faith as individuals and as a 
community.  !
As we begin this New Year, I pray that our unity as a People of God in the Roman Catholic 
Church may become stronger each day. Such unity is rooted in love. The early Christians were 
distinguished from others in their midst by the way in which they loved one another. May such 
love characterize us in Eastern Montana as we strive to become a community of disciples.
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