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At the end of November during a meeting with the College of Cardinals, Pope John Paul II announced a 
Holy Year beginning this Lent to mark the 1,950th anniversary of the redemption of the human race. 
Hopefully, this Holy Year would be a time for people to be reminded of the great paschal mystery of 
Christ's suffering, death and resurrection. We are asked to respond through a greater love and worship of 
Christ. We are also asked to respond through a greater appreciation of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. !

Pope John Paul II went on to say this celebration of a Holy Year should strongly encourage spiritual 
renewal in all parts of the Church. It is a happy coincidence that our Diocese is planning for such a 
spiritual renewal through the RENEW program which will begin in the Church of Eastern Montana this 
Fall. At the end of February and the beginning of March, overnight sessions will be held in Great Falls, 
Billings, Miles City and Wolf Point to which priests and three persons from each parish and mission 
community are invited. After these sessions, it is hoped that each parish and mission community in our 
Diocese will decide to be a part of the RENEW program. !

In 1981, Pope John Paul II sent a special Papal Blessing to Archbishop Weakland and the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee as the RENEW program was initiated. In a cable from the Papal Secretary of State, it stated, !

"The Holy Father is happy to be informed of the special spiritual renewal program taking place in 
parishes ... and he assures you of his keen pastoral interest and his prayers for a successful outcome. He 
hopes that the emphasis given to Sacred Scripture, personal prayers and liturgical worship will foster a 
deeper love for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, as well as a heightened desire to render Christian 
service through justice and charity, and in unity of the universal Church." !

I believe that our involvement with RENEW as the Church of Eastern Montana will call us as individuals, 
families and parish communities to a deeper spiritual life. No better time could be chosen to embark on 
this diocesan-wide program than during the coming Holy Year. In our diocese and parish communities, 
there will be many opportunities during the Holy Year to fulfill its purpose as a time of greater faith, 
commitment and a living out of the unity which we are called as members of the Roman Catholic Church. !

Lent is less than four weeks away. As a special season of grace which calls us to prayer and penance, I 
would ask for your prayers that RENEW will be a successful experience for us in the Church of Eastern 
Montana. It will be a great way in which we will celebrate this special Holy Year. Yet, its ultimate success 
will be the work of God, and will result from our prayers for this intention. Please join me in prayer and 
penance this Lent for the spiritual renewal and growth of the Church of Eastern Montana. 
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