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I couldn't believe the news when I heard it. But it was true. A young boy, 16 years of age, one of 
two sons in a family who had been friends of mine for some years, was tragically and 
unexpectedly killed in a car accident. He had gone out on a Friday afternoon for gas, but 
another car crossed the median strip and struck him broadside. He was dead a few hours later. !
For most people, this accident will be another statistic in the State records of traffic fatalities. But 
for the parents and older brother and countless other relatives and friends, this will be a time 
when the critical questions of life are raised over and over again - and no answer is possible, at 
least from the human point of view. !
I remember Mark so very well, though I haven't seen him that often the last few years. He was 
one of those remarkable teenagers - full of life, a leader, generous and blessed with so many 
gifts and talents. I remember sharing his first communion day with him and all that such an event 
meant for a seven-year-old child. I remember his fascination with a book I gave him called "The 
Giving Tree" which told the story of a tree which kept on giving all that it had to give, and when 
people thought it was just an old stump, the tree reminded the reader that an old stump was still 
a good place to sit and rest. !
Mark's parents and brother will be plagued with unanswered questions as they try to piece their 
life together after this tragedy. And somehow, in the midst or all that is happening in their lives, I 
pray that their faith will be a source of hope and courage that will sustain them. !
What happened to Mark has happened to young people and others in our own Diocese and the 
questions are the same. Why? Why? Why? So many people suffer from tragedy in their lives 
that takes on different shapes and forms. As a Catholic community, how do we respond to these 
realities? !
The only response is faith, that tremendous gift the Lord shares with us that is increased and 
strengthened through our prayer. Faith offers us a different perspective that is rooted in trust and 
hope. We search for words, but they are inadequate so often. Faith goes beyond human 
expression and makes the gigantic leap of trust in the Lord who gave His life that we might live 
as members of His family for all eternity. !
The world will not be the same without Mark. But the world was better for the 16 years of life he 
shared with us. There was a time to live! And somehow in faith, in the tragedies that affect all 
our lives, I pray for the wisdom and Christian insight to know there is a time to die. It’s hard 
getting used to God's time, but that's what the gift of faith offers us. 
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A Time to Live! A Time To Die! 


