
Reflections
by the!

Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy

Montana Catholic Register

One of the great discoveries I have made in moving from the urban Midwest to Eastern Montana 
has been an ever-growing appreciation and respect for our land and for those whose livelihood 
comes from the earth. During the last almost seven years, I have become very conscious of the 
struggle of countless people to preserve values connected with farming and ranching, values 
which are irreplaceable in today's society in raising a family and earning a living in a rural 
economy. !
The media has brought the attention of many to the plight of people today who are dependent 
on farming, ranching and agriculture. The issue has become more challenging in light of recent 
drought and weather conditions. We are reminded of the statement that each depression was 
farm led and farm fed. One of my predecessors as Bishop of Eastern Montana, Most Reverend 
Edwin Vincent O'Hara, had the same thing to say: the problems found in the country would 
eventually be the problems of the city. !
At the moment, because of inflation, drought and low prices, many people are being forced to 
leave the land. How many more people will leave the land, be forced from their livelihood? Are 
we conscious of the values we are giving up as a result of what is happening in the rural 
economy today? !
The Bishops of the United States have prepared a first draft of a Pastoral Letter on the 
economy. This draft has received a great deal of comment and feedback. That is the purpose of 
issuing a first draft so that a second draft might respond to the issues raised. One section of this 
Pastoral Letter on the Economy remains to be written. It deals with the issue of rural life and 
agriculture. !
I would appreciate it very much if people in Eastern Montana would share their thoughts with me 
on what they believe the Church should say regarding the economic situation for farmers, 
ranchers and the rural community. Your input is needed and would be most appreciated. I would 
share your suggestions with the committee of Bishops preparing the second draft of this 
Pastoral Letter. Please write to me at Box 1399, Great Falls, Montana 59403. !
I have received many gifts since coming to Montana. The greatest gift has been the people who 
comprise the Church of Eastern Montana. But another gift I have discovered is the value of our 
land and the rich resource it provides not only to feed a hungry world, but to be the means to 
preserve basic values of the family, respect for life and nature, and countless other gifts. It would 
be tragic to lose these values. 
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