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For the last three weeks, I have shared with you some thoughts on lay ministry and vocations to 
the priesthood. But the question is often raised of how do people discern whether the signs of a 
vocation are present in their own lives. If we recognize such signs, the human response within 
us is to read them and follow them. !
The mission of the Church is to save and renew every person. Many persons contribute to this 
mission by the ministry they exercise, live, and share with others. No one ministry is identical 
with the entire mission of the Church, but there is in the Church distinct ministries of the 
ordained, the religious and the laity which should challenge one another and be characterized 
by interaction and collaboration. !
A basic decision to consider Church ministry demands a relationship to a personal God and a 
willingness to grow in prayer, despite our weakness and failing. Church ministry calls for 
conversion through the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation in order for us to become 
ecclesial Christians with a mature love of the Church which is a Pilgrim Church in need of 
constant renewal. These expectations apply to everyone from lay person to Bishop. !
However, for some there is the desire for closer collaboration in a public way with the ordained 
ministry of word, sacrament and pastoral care. Before we are able to proceed to fulfill this 
desire, there is a need to clarify and deepen our appreciation for our humanity and sexuality, 
despite the hectic pace and programmed living of the culture of our times which prevents people 
from gentle and graceful living. !
Some who are being called to Church ministry, especially in the restored permanent diaconate, 
have also been called to marital love and this call to marriage has to remain more primary than 
any Church service. Married life and love is an enriching ministry of witness and commitment. 
But many persons called to Church ministry have also been called to a celibate life which 
involves a free renunciation of genital sexual love. Celibacy is a call to love involving a 
relationship with God and a genuine caring relationship with others. !
Celibacy is a gift, a grace, and a mystery which calls for deep faith, and a great amount of 
prayer and spiritual depth. As people prepare for Church ministry in priesthood and religious life, 
celibacy is an important question that needs time to consider and reflect upon. As a gift, celibacy 
enables and empowers people to give love away, to challenge people to become celibate lovers. !
Priesthood and religious life involves also a response to be poor, a poverty involving a 
relationship to material things and our use of them. Part of this response is to struggle for social 
justice in the Church and in the world. Obedience is but another response asked of those 
involved in Church ministry, whether the vowed obedience of the religious or the obedience 
asked of deacon, priest and Bishop on the day of ordination. Hopefully, such obedience will be 
lived out in a Christian use of authority in the Church. 
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Further signs of response necessary for those desiring a Church ministry of priesthood or 
religious life is a commitment to the prayer of the Church, a response to Christ's admonition to 
pray always which the Church offers us in the Liturgy of the Hours. Ordained leaders of the 
Church are called to become leaders in a praying Church, teachers of prayer, guides of prayer. !
Finally, a person considering priesthood or religious life is called to a ministry of charity modeled 
after the Lord. This involves a willingness to share ministry with others, to be available to others, 
to participate in Christ's sacrificial love for others. !
These are but some of the signs of a vocation which young people are asked to discern in their 
own lives and those of us involved in Church ministry are asked to use as check points for our 
own ministry. Fr. Alfred Hughes in a marvelous book entitled "Preparing for Church Ministry" 
develops these themes in a magnificent way. (Dimension Books, Denville, New Jersey, 07834, 
1979, $6.95) Let us pray that these signs might be discerned by young people in our Diocese as 
they consider a vocation to Church ministry. !

++++++++++!
This week I will be in Billings for the Presbyteral Meeting which brings together all the priests of 
the Diocese. The Priests' Council according to the Church documents is the "preeminent 
consultative body" to a Bishop in a Diocese. I know I benefit a great deal from the advice and 
counsel offered to me by the priests of the Diocese as a result of their contact with the total 
People of God in Eastern Montana ... At the end of the week I return to Great Falls and will be 
present to celebrate with the people of Our Lady of Lourdes in the rededication of their parish 
Church after its expansion and remodeling. Next week, there will be the appeal for subscriptions 
to the Montana Catholic Register. Please encourage others to subscribe. Work is also 
progressing on the annual CARE AND SHARE appeal which will be held on the weekend of 
March 22nd and 23rd. I would ask you to plan now to be generous in response to this appeal. !
Have a good week and may God bless you. 
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