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Every once in a while, it's good to collect a number of thoughts and share them in one column. I choose 
that option this week and if you have any feedback on these thoughts or any of the reflections I share 
each week, please let me know. !

Valentine's Day Pastoral - I continued the custom again this year of sharing a pastoral letter to the 
people of the Diocese on a subject which I believe to be relevant and important. This year the subject is 
"The Eucharist and Priesthood." The Pastoral letter and a diocesan newsletter was mailed to each 
household in the Diocese. At the heart of the pastoral is the request for prayers for vocations to the 
priesthood to serve the church of Eastern Montana. There are also some practical suggestions for each 
parish and individuals to consider. !

Montana Catholic Register - Later this month, each household in the Diocese will receive a copy of the 
diocesan newspaper. This edition will contain information on the annual CARE AND SHARE appeal, but 
will also include the request for subscriptions to the MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER. I believe we have 
a good diocesan newspaper. It deserves your support. Please plan on subscribing again - and if you 
would consider doing so, please subscribe for a friend. The cost is only $10 per year. !

Meetings with Religious - If you follow my schedule in the diocesan newspaper, you will note the various 
meetings scheduled with religious men and women of our diocese. This is in response to the Holy 
Father's request for bishops to dialogue with religious, and to listen to their insights regarding the 
charisms and gifts which they share with the diocese. It also asks religious to let the Bishop know how he 
might exercise his responsibility of pastoral service towards them. In the meetings held so far, I have been 
impressed beyond words with the dedication, commitment, and service which religious share with the 
Church of Eastern Montana. Their presence makes the Church a reality in so many communities and in 
countless situations. I hope to share more with you on religious life when this series of meetings is 
concluded. !

Congratulations to Havre - Newspapers and radio/television have shared with the entire state the 
decision made by Havre High School towards students who failed to comply with certain school 
regulations. It would have been very easy to overlook these violations, to say "everyone is doing it." The 
school, the community and the young people involved deserve a commendation for the call and response 
to accountability and responsibility. I sincerely believe that this experience could well be one of the best 
educational experiences for all involved. It took courage to make the decision. May we all have such 
courage! !

Care and Share - The once a year appeal by the Church of Eastern Montana to each family will be taken 
up the first weekend of March. This is an extraordinary appeal which replaces parish assessments and 
national collections. It is an extraordinary appeal which demands an extraordinary response. Please be 
generous. !

Second Semester of RENEW - The second semester of RENEW begins the first full week of March. The 
theme of this semester is "OUR RESPONSE TO THE LORD'S CALL." RENEW is a Roman Catholic 
program of spiritual renewal. For those who did not participate the first semester, please consider joining a 
small group during this second semester. It offers you an opportunity to grow in your faith, to understand 
your faith, and to increase your spiritual life. Invest yourself in RENEW. You will benefit in time and in 
eternity. !

It's good to share some thoughts with the Church of Eastern Montana each week. As I do, I recall with 
gratitude the deep privilege which is mine as Bishop of this Diocese. Please for pray for me. Be assured 
of my prayers in return. 
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