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For centuries, men and women have chosen the experience of family life as their vocation. This 
is the choice of the vast majority of people in the world today. The family unit has been the basis 
of society in the Church and in nations. Yet, in our fast-moving, technological world of 1981, 
some people are raising questions about the value of family life. These questions have 
importance not only for our Church, but for our nation as well. !
New pressures are part of family life today. One parent families are becoming more common as 
a result of divorce or death of a partner. Sexual freedom, personalism, and the pressures that 
affect families financially and socially militate strongly against the stability of family life. Yet, in 
many recent surveys, over and over again the majority of people declare that they still look to 
marriage and family life for security, intimacy and faithfulness. !
There are two basic questions which have great importance to most people: what they do with 
their time and energies and who cares about what they do. Marriage and family life supply a 
partial answer to these concerns, but marriage and family life also provide a point of reference 
for other answers as well. So, for most men and women, their job or profession is what they do 
with their time and energy. They expect to be paid for their work; they anticipate being rewarded 
for achievement by promotion or citation, and they would like to find their work satisfying. !
Of course, it doesn't always work out that way. Nevertheless, people also see their work as a 
support system for family life. They find in their family other persons who appreciate what they 
do and are benefited by their work effort. The unrealized expectations of the workaday world are 
often balanced by creativity, determination and accomplishments related to family life. Consider 
the man who builds or rebuilds his home; the woman who transmits a deep appreciation of 
music or art or some other personal skill to members of the family. !
There is something else that marriage and family life provides - a sense of the religious. Again 
we are faced with the contemporary paradox of declining religious practice amidst new 
movements of great religious vitality. Consider the rapid growth of the pentecostal movement, 
the proliferation of prayer groups and the greater emphasis on the Scriptures. !
The family is a viable structure for religious activity and spiritual growth. This doesn't mean that 
successful marriages turn out little plastic saints, or that happy spouses are capable of great 
religious fervor. But Christian spouses are living out a religious commitment through their family 
life. !
The sacrament of marriage is the vantage point for Christians for seeing the world and all 
human activity in relation to God's love and providence. They intensify and transmit basic values 
and attitudes. They come to appreciate the importance of little reminders of their faith and little 
acts of prayer. In recent years, the new liturgy of marriage and baptism has recognized the 
family as "where the action is" in terms of spiritual development. As a Catholic faith community, 
we have the responsibility to preserve the values of marriage and family life. That is a legacy we 
owe the next generation. 
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