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There are many challenging responsibilities for the person who holds the office of bishop in 
today's Church. To fulfill all of these responsibilities is a difficult task. Yet, many of them become 
a great source of satisfaction and joy. They include the ministry of teaching, of visiting the parish 
communities of Eastern Montana, of celebrating the Eucharist and sharing the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, as well as trying to articulate and live out our mission as a local Church. !
Yet, there is one responsibility I share with the People of God in our diocese that is very difficult. 
This is the ministry we have of stewardship - in raising and using the resources necessary to 
advance the Kingdom of God among us. As a diocese, we ask for the prayers, sacrifices, and 
generosity of our people each year through the annual CARE AND SHARE appeal. !
However, stewardship should not be a challenge for myself as Bishop or for the Church of 
Eastern Montana. Stewardship asks us to recognize the gifts which God has shared with us of 
time, talent and treasure; we are then asked to share these gifts with others. !
CARE AND SHARE is a unique appeal. Instead of a dozen or more collections for various 
causes in our nation and the world, we combine these appeals into one request. They include 
the contribution we owe in justice and charity to the Holy Father, the Propagation of the Faith, 
the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions, Catholic Relief Services, etc. If these collections were 
taken up in the course of a year, almost every person would contribute. !
CARE AND SHARE also supports the services which the diocese offers to parish communities 
which include religious education/formation, liturgy, assistance to sick and disabled priests and 
religious, programs for youth, the Diocesan Media Library, etc. Usually, these services are 
financed by parish assessments. There are no such assessments in the Diocese of Great Falls-
Billings. !
How does CARE AND SHARE touch your life? Ask the parents who adopt a child through 
Montana Social Services. Ask the men and women who benefit from the healing process of the 
Marriage Tribunal. Ask the young people in our religious education programs and schools. Ask 
our teenagers involved in the youth ministry opportunities available to them. The list could go on 
and on, but all these services are possible because of CARE AND SHARE. !
A reflection on the above should prompt each of us to make an extraordinary response to this 
extraordinary appeal. This is an obligation of prayer and sacrifice asked of each person in the 
Church of Eastern Montana. This obligation is rooted in charity and justice. !
The CARE AND SHARE appeal will be taken up in all the parishes of Eastern Montana on the 
first weekend of March. Your generosity will help advance the Kingdom of God among us and 
renew the face of the earth. 
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