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One of the most interesting parts of each day is discovering what comes through the mail and 
crosses a Bishop's desk. There are the usual advertisements for every product under the sun as 
well as countless offers for different magazines and periodicals. But the first class mail usually 
reveals a host of fascinating reading. !
The only disappointment in the mail is the anonymous letter. I will never be able to understand 
why people take the time to express their thought or share information with another human 
being and refuse to acknowledge their ownership of the thoughts or the material they forward 
through the mail. Such mail I immediately dispose of in the wastebasket. !
A great deal of mail comes from individuals throughout the Diocese with requests for information 
or the proposal of several possible dates for a special celebration in a parish community. I try to 
respond to all such inquiries as soon as I am able to do so. Often enough, I ask the letter writer 
to be in contact with a staff person in their local parish community - a nun or priest or parish 
director of religious education. !
Sometimes I receive mail that falls in the "complaint" category. Yes, Bishops do receive 
complaints. If the complaint is about another person, I share that concern with the person 
involved. I believe this is a Christian just way of handling such concerns. If the complaint 
involves myself, I try to contact the person to see if the issue is able to be resolved. !
There are also tremendous letters which share good news about what is going on in a particular 
organization or parish community. I also share those letters with the people spoken about as a 
means of affirmation and encouragement. So often people will only write when something is not 
going along the way they like; it is good to hear about the occasions when everything that 
happens in a parish or organization is commended and appreciated. !
I enjoy hearing from the people of our Diocese. I appreciate the time and effort people take to 
express their thoughts and opinions. I apologize if I am unable to respond immediately due to 
various circumstances and the demands on my time. But if you do write, I hope to get back to 
you. !
This column is coming to a quick end. I have to answer my mail! 
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What Does a Bishop Find in His Mail? 


