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Today's world challenges people with many questions - questions of life, peace, fear, hope and 
countless others. Yet, to live in today's world demands a meaning and purpose to human 
existence. Otherwise, life would be futile and meaningless. As Roman Catholics, we believe we 
have heard the message of Jesus and we have preserved that message in our Roman Catholic 
faith community. !
It is not enough to say we are Christian. Rather, we are more than that. As Roman Catholics, we 
share in the mission of Jesus as priest, prophet and king, and we celebrate His presence among 
us not as individuals, but as members of a faith community with structures, laws and obligations. !
As Roman Catholics, we are called to be a community of love and hope who reflect the 
teachings of Jesus and His Church through our lifestyle. This demands a knowledge of the Lord 
and the truth He shares with us through the Church. We are asked to share in the great gift of 
the Eucharist each weekend, a celebration which must have a priority over all other activities, 
and which calls us to a full, conscious and active participation in the liturgy and life of the 
Church. !
As Roman Catholics, we also share in the mission and ministry of Jesus. We too must 
announce the Good News. We too must hear the call of the Father who asks us to make His 
love known to others. We too might well be asked to suffer and even to die as Jesus did if we 
are to be faithful to God and His Church. !
Our very identity as Roman Catholics calls us to live lives faithful to the Gospel. In doing so, we 
are challenged to accept the Gospel and the teachings of the Church not on our terms or 
conditions, but on the terms of Jesus and His Church. Is this difficult? At times, it certainly is. Is it 
impossible? The answer is a resounding "NO!" for God always shares His grace with us. !
Today we stand in awe as human beings probe the universe and new frontiers explode around 
us through science and technology. Yet, there is no greater adventure open to us than the 
invitation extended to every person to be part of the pilgrim People of God in the Roman 
Catholic Church. This is an invitation worth taking, living and sharing with others.!
May our faith tradition as Roman Catholics become a greater reality for us each day. May we 
have the faith and courage to share that reality with others.!
Thank you to one and all for your generosity to the annual CARE AND SHARE Appeal which will 
be taken up next weekend. Your generosity will help the Church in Eastern Montana to renew 
the face of the earth.
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What does it mean to be a Roman Catholic?


