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One of the more difficult concepts with which I struggled when I was in the seminary was the 
reality of grace. I was fully aware of the definitions of grace and the various ways in which God's 
life was shared with us. But I questioned how God's grace and human freedom might be 
reconciled; I wondered whether all people really recognized the gift God was offering to them; I 
worried over people who might refuse it without knowing it. These were intellectual questions 
that were quite perturbing in trying to understand a theological concept. Yet, I will always be 
grateful to the person who told me, “You'll never understand it, until you live it." !
God’s grace comes to us in various ways - through liturgy and sacraments, through prayer and 
people, through events and seasons. Lent is a graced time which offers people a unique 
opportunity to experience God's life and power. During Lent we do not relive an historical event 
which has little or no bearing on our lives today. Rather, we are asked to relive today the life, 
passion, death and resurrection of the Lord in our own lives, to recognize the presence of Christ 
in today's world and to share His message with those around us. We are challenged to become 
grace to others. !
The world today needs the presence of grace. Voices raised today to feed the hungry, to care for 
the poor, to offer education to the young, to free the oppressed are powerful graces reflecting 
the values of the Gospel to a world bent on escalating a nuclear arms race to the detriment of 
other Christian and human values. The resources we possess as a nation and a world can 
become either a life-giving grace or a means of destruction. !
Our parish communities need the presence of grace. Each of us can become a channel of that 
grace as we become more conscious of our identity as members of a universal Church. It is so 
easy to focus exclusively on our own concerns and miss the vision of a total Christian 
community on pilgrimage together as the People of God. Parishes can become a grace to one 
another as they become models of a people with a knowledge and appreciation of what it 
means to be Roman Catholic, of what it means to be ministers to one another, of what it means 
to share the presence of Christ. The alternate choice would be anger, division, a failure to grow 
as a Christian community - and that would be the contradiction of grace. !
Our families and ourselves need the presence of grace which we offer to one another through 
the lived commitment we share in a fidelity to maturity in Confirmation. As Christians we are a 
covenant people with our God, and with each other and through this covenant we become grace 
to the world in which we live. !
Grace as a theological reality seems almost incomprehensible. Yet, grace when it is lived 
becomes the most powerful force in the world. May the peace and grace of Christ be yours! 
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It’s beginning to make sense 


