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It you read the title of this column, you might well wonder if the name of the Bishop of the 
Diocese has suddenly changed. With a surname like my own, even raising the question of 
whether we should celebrate St. Patrick’s Day is almost tantamount to heresy. !
Yet, as I reflect on the question, it does have importance - not only for anyone with an Irish 
heritage, but for each person with an awareness of the legacy that our families have shared with 
us. For those of Irish descent, St. Patrick's Day is an important reminder to one group of people 
of a unique background of faith and culture. St. Patrick becomes a symbol of that faith and 
culture and, once a year, this historical figure becomes a focal point for celebration. !
As Americans, we share diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds. For each ethnic and racial 
group, there are special feast days or days of importance when we become more aware of the 
heritage we share. For people with a Roman Catholic faith tradition, saints’ days have a 
significant importance because of the devotion different groups have to a particular saint who 
has been an example or patron or patroness for them.!
For myself, St. Patrick's Day is a reminder to me of my parents - two people who crossed an 
ocean at the beginning of this century to begin a new life in a vibrant country. Their journey 
brought them together in the Midwest and they began to share a life together. Their sharing of 
life and love brought forth three other human beings with whom they shared a faith and a set of 
values and lifestyle that affects me to this day. !
St. Patrick's Day is reminder to me of those values. The memories are still strong of my parents' 
conversations interspersed with an awareness of God, the special Sunday clothes and the 
Sunday shoes that had to be shined before going to Church, and the absolute rule that you are 
never late for Church and you never dreamed of leaving early. Most of all, I remember well the 
sense of pride that was shared with me of what it meant to be part of a Catholic parish 
community. !
My own memories like those of any other person are uniquely my own - and they are part of a 
past. Yet, I wonder if at times in the world today we might not yearn for some of those memories 
to live again, to reincarnate those values that were shared with many of us as children. The 
values would range from an awe and reverence for the sacred to the deep devotion and 
commitment to the Eucharist, from the stress on the importance of family life, to the sense of 
pride which should be ours as Roman Catholics in the world today. Those values are still 
present among us, but perhaps we might take them far too much for granted. !
Why bother to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day? Well, after reflecting on the above, it’s a day worth 
celebrating for all of us. 
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