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As human beings, we became accustomed to the unexpected. Though each of us would enjoy 
knowing how the next hour or month or year might develop, we recognize the uncertainty of 
tomorrow. Examples abound regarding the unexpected from the warm winter of 1983 to the last 
second shot which wins a tournament basketball game. But there are also the pivotal 
experiences of life which involve the unexpected - pain, joy, sickness, death. !
As disciples of Jesus, we are asked to expect the unexpected with a spirit of hope and faith. We 
look for answers, but there are none; we search for solutions, but none are present; we wonder 
"why?" and there is silence for a response. Yet, the Lord invites us to journey with Him again this 
Lent to prepare for the unexpected. !
The Lord's journey takes the unexpected turn from a triumphant procession on Palm Sunday to 
a tragic procession to Calvary on Good Friday, from a dead body placed in a tomb, to an empty 
tomb on Easter morning. But it is these unexpected events in the Lord's life which give meaning 
to the challenges of human life. The Lord calls us to faith and hope, and faith which sees life in 
death, a hope that tells us the Lord will sustain us. He shares the Good News with us not only as 
individuals, but as a community of faith and worship. !
These remaining weeks of Lent are a time to prepare for the unexpected - to celebrate the life, 
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus in the liturgy, to celebrate these events especially with 
those preparing for baptism or a profession of faith at the Easter Vigil. As a Pilgrim Church, we 
journey with the Lord with the uncertainties of time and events. But the journey has meaning, 
faith and hope when we celebrate this journey in a spirit of unity. !
Unity in our families, our parishes, our Diocese and the Church is not a reality that just happens; 
rather we work for it, we pray for it. As such unity develops and occurs, then we begin to 
experience the unexpected - the presence of the Lord within ourselves, our nation and the 
world. The Lord's agenda becomes ours. The Church, with its laws, guidelines and expectations, 
does not restrict freedom, but rather guides us on our journey of faith. People of faith can make 
the unexpected happen. It could happen this Lent. May such unity be ours! 
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