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I usually enjoy the opportunity to write these reflections each week for our diocesan Catholic 
newspaper. I especially relish the opportunity to share with you a knowledge about people who 
are important to me, values that I believe are worth sharing, and the reminder to all of us that we 
are a people called to faith, worship and prayer as a Roman Catholic community. But once a 
year, I come to beg for your help. I ask for your prayers, support and cooperation in developing 
the reality of what it means to be a diocesan Church. I ask each parish community to realize that 
its identity comes from its relationship to other parishes in our diocese, our nation and the world. 
And I hate to ask, but I must also request your financial and material support through the annual 
CARE AND SHARE appeal. !
If our Diocese did not have the annual CARE AND SHARE appeal, each parish in the diocese 
would have to have 14 or 15 special collections each year in addition to a specified assessment 
on the income received in each parish community. This once a year appeal helps our Diocese 
respond to its obligation to help important works of charity in our state, our country and the 
world. In the course of the year, through the MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER and your parish 
bulletin, news items about the agencies and people we help are shared with the people of 
Eastern Montana. The CARE AND SHARE appeal also helps fund many of the services the 
Diocese offers to laity, religious and priests as well as parish communities throughout Eastern 
Montana. In a special way this year, the Diocese has reached out to assist parishes in 
education, liturgy, and other pastoral programs. Your CARE AND SHARE contribution assists 
retired priests, incapacitated priests, and opportunities for growth of each lay person, religious 
and priest who are part of the Church of Eastern Montana. !
The success of this appeal has been overwhelming over the years and through the help and 
advice of laity, religious and priests. I believe we have used the resources you have shared with 
us in the best way possible. For some, the CARE AND SHARE appeal is the special appeal of 
the Bishop. It is not! The CARE AND SHARE appeal is the invitation offered to each person in 
our diocese to assume the responsibility he or she has to help provide the material resources 
whereby we help the Church beyond our local parish community and we provide diocesan 
resources to help ourselves. This extraordinary once a year appeal demands an extraordinary 
response. Our gift should be more than a token contribution: rather, it should reflect a generosity 
to the point of sacrifice. This appeal also asks for the response of each member of the Church in 
Eastern Montana. !
Next weekend in parish communities throughout our Diocese, you will be asked to contribute to 
CARE AND SHARE. I hate to ask but may God bless you for being a cheerful and generous 
giver! 
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