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For the last ten years, the words "CARE AND SHARE" have become very familiar to Roman 
Catholics in the Church of Eastern Montana. It is the name given to the annual financial appeal 
by the Church of Great Falls-Billings to respond to the financial needs of the Diocese as it fulfills 
its obligations to the needs within the Diocese, the needs within our nation and the world. !
Most of our lives as Roman Catholics takes place in the context of a parish community. But a 
Roman Catholic parish receives its identity from its relationship to the Diocese of which it is a 
part. No parish is an independent Church that is completely self-sufficient. Rather, it fulfills its 
own mission by its relationship to other Catholic parish faith communities. This relationship is 
expressed in prayer, cooperation and financial assistance. It is the responsibility of the Bishop 
with the assistance of the laity, religious women and priests of a diocese to strive and work for 
unity between parish communities. !
The Diocese under a local Bishop is not a separate entity from the local parish communities. 
Every pastor and parish community share in the ministry of the Bishop of the Diocese. The 
Bishop has the responsibility to offer services, programs, and assistance to help the Church 
achieve its purpose at a diocesan and local parish community level. To finance such assistance 
and help, the Bishop has the right to assess each parish a percentage of the income that is 
raised in a particular community. Likewise, the bishop is asked to sponsor many national and 
international appeals for financial help to assist the Church in its work in the United States and 
throughout the world. In most dioceses, these collections are taken up almost monthly in the 
course of a year. !
In the late 1960's, the decision was made to challenge the generosity and spirit of sacrifice of 
the people of our Diocese by having one annual financial appeal which would take the place of 
the parish assessment and the various national collections. This appeal became known as 
CARE AND SHARE. The CARE AND SHARE appeal does not meet the total diocesan budget 
since we have been fortunate in developing endowment funds which presently cover other costs 
such as the education of seminarians for the priesthood. !
A once a year appeal tests the generosity of our people since there might well be countless 
other demands at this particular time on a family's resources. If so, people have the choice of 
making a pledge that is able to be met later in the year. More than anything else, this once a 
year appeal should reflect a spirit of sacrificial giving that would be more than a simple donation 
to a particular cause. Your gift to CARE AND SHARE helps countless people in our own 
Diocese, our State, our Nation and the world. Please be generous to this year’s CARE AND 
SHARE APPEAL. Thank you so very much and may God bless you.
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