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Last weekend marked an event that takes place annually – the official beginning of Spring. For 
those parts of the world, including Montana, which experience the four seasons, Spring is a 
unique happening that occurs not only in nature but in all life. !
Though we have been blessed with a relatively mild winter in Montana this past year, we 
welcome Spring for many reasons. Spring is the sign of new life. Such life is evident in the fields 
which wait to be seeded, in the bringing forth of new life of the livestock, and the blades of grass 
and leaves of trees that yearn to burst forth. !
Spring frees us from the shackles of snow and ice and asks us to be open to the warm breeze 
that renovates an earth with hoped for gentle rains that will nourish the fields. Spring announces 
new life, new hope. It is an exciting time to be alive. !
Each Spring the Church also recognizes the same signs which nature proclaims and announces 
to a world a message of life and hope. The Church does this through its liturgy of Lent and Holy 
Week which culminates in Easter, the celebration of life and faith, hope and love as a result of 
the action of Jesus in rising from the dead. !
Once again this Spring, the Church calls us to new life in our celebration of the Easter mystery. 
The resurrection of Jesus is at the heart of our faith. To celebrate the gift of life which the Lord 
offers, it is so important to celebrate also the events which prepare us for the incredible action of 
the Lord’s resurrection. Through the liturgy of Holy Week, the Church invites us to celebrate 
those great moments of the Lord’s Passion, Death and Resurrection. I pray and hope that each 
parish and mission in our Diocese has prepared well for this celebration of Holy Week by 
prayerful commitment of the parish liturgy committee and the call for all people of each parish to 
join in these sacred moments of the Church’s liturgy.!
Spring also becomes the occasion to look for the signs of life around us. Within the Church in 
Eastern Montana, there are many signs of vibrant life and activity. The faith and witness of 
people in their commitment to the Church is a proud example of a living faith. The existence and 
development of a parish council in each parish in our Diocese is not only a diocesan 
expectation, but a hoped for reality that will increase the life of the Church among us. Spring is 
also the time when we once again might well encourage young people to consider a vocation to 
religious life and/or priesthood which will help continue the Church’s mission among us. Spring 
also could well remind all of us as a People of God of our responsibility to share the gift of 
ministry with one another. !
Spring is a magnificent season. It speaks of life, of faith. The Lord spoke the same message. 
And so must we. 
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