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Identity is one of the most important issues for the human person. From birth until death, we 
consistently ask the question, "Who am I?" At first glance, the response to that question is 
simple. We merely reflect on the gifts, talents and abilities we each possess and recognize the 
uniqueness which is ours. But the question of identity also makes sense in the context of 
relationships we have to others - especially our family and friends. !
As people who share a faith tradition as Roman Catholics, we also have an identity. This identity 
comes from our relationship to others who profess a common faith and worship. This identity 
goes beyond the local parish community of which we are a part, but calls for a relationship to a 
Diocese and a universal Church. With that relationship comes privileges and responsibilities. !
As Roman Catholics we share the privilege of professing a faith and celebrating it not in 
isolation, but in unity with a worldwide faith community. We share the leadership of the Holy 
Father, Pope John Paul II. We share a heritage and tradition of almost 2,000 years. We have the 
privilege of unity in prayer for all members of the Church who are concerned for one another. All 
sacraments and liturgical celebrations are not only localized in the distinct parish community; 
they are celebrations of a universal Church. !
But there are also responsibilities involved in claiming an identity as Roman Catholics. Issues of 
faith, worship and governance in essential matters are not left up to the decision of a local 
community. We are constantly reminded not to fall into the trap of a "creeping 
congregationalism" which does not recognize our unity in faith and worship as a Roman Catholic 
community. We have the responsibility of caring for each other in spiritual ways through prayer 
and sacrifice. As different parts of the world suffer persecution and oppression, people in these 
areas are related to us as brothers and sisters sharing a baptism and a relationship to God the 
Father, Son and Spirit. !
We also have the obligation to support the mission of the Church beyond our own local 
community. A diocese is the community of parishes within a geographical area under the 
leadership of a Bishop. The Diocese coordinates and supports the mission of individual parish 
communities and the ministers who serve the Church in a given area. As individuals, parishes 
and as a Diocese, we also have the responsibility to assist in a material way the needs of the 
Church in our country and throughout the world. In most dioceses, these responsibilities are met 
through parish assessments and a number of special collections throughout the year. In the 
Church of Eastern Montana, we only make one appeal each year for diocesan needs and the 
needs of the Church in our country and the world. This appeal is CARE AND SHARE. !
Please be generous this week in your contribution to the 1982 CARE AND SHARE appeal. 
Through sharing our spiritual and material gifts, we discover our identity as members of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 
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