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For some weeks and months, our nation has been preparing for that unique happening which 
takes place in our country every ten years - a national census. Today's issue of the MONTANA 
CATHOLIC REGISTER coincides with the date chosen for this decade's official count of how 
many people are living in the United States of America. !
The results of the 1980 census will be studied, reviewed, analyzed. We already know that the 
1980 census will reveal phenomenal growth in many areas of Eastern Montana. We will become 
very conscious of the quantitative growth of our nation, our State, and our Diocese. !
The national census could well be a time for us as followers of the Lord to shift our vision from a 
sense of quantity to an appreciation of quality. As cities, counties and states project the increase 
or decrease in population figures, we become very conscious of the quantity dimension in the 
human life experience. But as Christians, we celebrate this week not a sense of quantity, but 
rather a sense of quality. !
This is Holy Week, the most sacred time of the Church year. The events of this week are a 
challenge to all believers in the Lord to examine the quality of our life as Christians, the quality of 
our relationship to the Lord.!
As a nation, we are caught up in the statistical awareness of our size and geographical 
distribution during a national census. But as Christians, we are asked to examine our 
relationship to the Lord. What is the quality of that relationship? What do we do to strengthen it 
and enforce it? The response to these questions is the response to the question of Christian life. !
At the heart of a quality relationship to the Lord is a knowledge and love of the Lord which we 
find in prayer, in Scripture, in the sacraments, and in the Church. We achieve this quality 
relationship by our willingness to walk with the Lord. The Lord's journey involves not only joy, but 
suffering, not only death but resurrection. Followers of Jesus are asked to have the same 
experiences and to recognize the Lord in these happenings of human life. !
Holy Week offers a unique focus for a relationship to the Lord. May our celebration of this week 
through our participation in the Liturgy of the Church help us achieve a closer relationship to 
Jesus. That is a matter not of quantity, but of quality. That's the challenge of Holy Week and 
Easter for you and for me. It's amazing to reflect on the thoughts which run through a person's 
mind when they take up a national census. Happy Easter! 
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