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Spring arrived officially late last month without much fanfare since we have experienced such 
unusual warm weather all Winter. But with Spring, there comes a sense of new life and the 
celebrations of nature and the Church come together to ask us to appreciate who we are as 
human beings and followers of the Lord Jesus. Spring also prompts a number of 
REFLECTIONS I would like to share with you. !
PRAYER FOR OUR LAND - This issue of the MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER contains a 
special prayer for our land in Eastern Montana that it may yield a rich harvest this year. People 
in the Eastern part of our State are concerned, and rightfully so, over the lack of moisture and 
the possibility of another drought. As a Diocesan Church, we should share their concern and 
through such prayer and the inclusion of this intention in the Prayer of the Faithful when Mass is 
celebrated, we manifest our unity as a people of faith and prayer. !
CHRISM MASSES IN GREAT FALLS AND BILLINGS - There are a few special occasions in 
the course of the year when the Liturgy we celebrate manifests the unity we have as a Diocesan 
Church. On April 7th in Great Falls at St. Ann's Cathedral and at St. Patrick's Co-Cathedral in 
Billings on April 9th, the Mass of Chrism will be celebrated at 7:30 P.M. At the Chrism Mass, the 
sacred oils and chrism to be used in the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Orders and 
the Anointing of the Sick will be blessed. Priests of the Diocese are asked to be present at one 
of these Chrism Masses along with the religious and the laity from our parish communities. The 
influence of this Mass will be felt throughout the coming year in each of our parishes as the 
power of the Holy Spirit and the power of Christ touches the lives of people in their sacramental 
encounters with the Lord. These liturgies are important events for the entire Church of Eastern 
Montana. !
WORKSHOP ON PARISH RENEWAL - In conjunction with the Chrism Masses, there will be a 
Workshop on Parish Renewal held in Great Falls at St. Ann's Cathedral on Monday evening, 
April 6th and Tuesday morning and afternoon. On Wednesday evening and Thursday morning 
and afternoon, April 8th and 9th, the same program will take place at Little Flower Church in 
Billings. The workshop leader is Reverend Philip Murnion, Director of the Parish Project of the 
Committee on the Parish of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. We welcome Father 
Murnion to our Diocese and we hope to reintroduce him to many of his relatives who live in 
Jordan and throughout Eastern Montana. For a good experience in parish renewal, why not plan 
on attending this workshop in Billings or Great Falls. !
HOLY WEEK BEGINS APRIL 12th - The most important celebrations of the Church year begin 
next weekend and continue through Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. 
Involvement in these celebrations would be a tremendous way in which to conclude this season 
of Lent. Holy Week is a reminder to all of us of our own experiences of death and resurrection 
and the call to new life which the Lord offers. !
CARE AND SHARE – 1981 – This weekend the Church of Eastern Montana is asked to 
respond to the one annual financial appeal that takes place in our Diocese each year. Your 
generous response helps us fulfill our responsibility as a Catholic community to grow in prayer 
and service to one another as well as to fulfill our obligations to the Church in our nation and the 
world. Please be generous in your gift this year to CARE AND SHARE.
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