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We celebrate the greatest feast of the Church year this week. We sing the "Alleluias" and recall 
the events of that first Easter when Christ triumphed over sin and death. St. Paul tells us that the 
Lord's resurrection is the pivotal point of our belief as Christians. Yet, there is the haunting 
question that occurs regularly in each era of human history. Was Easter for real? !
Scholars have studied the evidence of the Lord's triumph over death against the facts of history 
and reality. The verdict is a consistent testimony to the power of the resurrection. Yet, the Easter 
event was not meant to be confined to a hillside tomb outside Jerusalem. The resurrection of 
Jesus is meant to be lived in the lives of those who recognize Jesus as the Lord of life and hope. 
Easter becomes more real as we live out this message of life and hope within our faith 
community and the world today. !
We need the message of life and hope desperately today. As people who walk with the Lord, we 
are able to incarnate that message of life and hope within our parishes and diocese. What are 
the signs of life and hope within the Christian community today? !
The Christian community is a sign of life and hope when it reflects a spirit of unity, joy, love and 
respect. These virtues must be more than just words. Rather, they become the basis for the 
ongoing spiritual renewal of the parish community. The parish community is then challenged to 
have a mission of evangelization, of reaching out to others to invite them to be part of the 
community. The parish community invites its younger members to consider a vocation to 
religious life, priesthood and ministry whereby that community will be served in years to come. 
All these actions are then celebrated in the liturgy which must be a gathering of people in a spirit 
of life and hope. !
The world today needs the Easter message. We live at a time when there is a cry for the 
escalation of nuclear arms to the detriment of the poor and the aged. We recognize the 
breakdown in family life. We see the chaos that is part of peoples' lives caught up in the web of 
chemical dependency. We could go on and on to paint a dismal picture of life today. Yet, the 
Easter message breaks through and announces that life and hope are possible. !
Was Easter for real? The response is a powerful YES! But Easter becomes more real in all our 
lives when we make its message of life and hope real within our Christian community and the 
world today. 
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Easter! Was it for real? 


