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I don't know whether it's our culture, or the way in which we have traditionally approached 
different feasts of the year, but it really seems that the greatest feast of the Church year, the 
feast of Easter, is not given the importance it should have in our daily lives. We often enough 
look to Easter as the conclusion of a season of Penance and the beginning of Spring, a time of 
new life, joy, and hope. But Easter celebrates the resurrection of the Lord, the triumph of the 
Lord over death and sin, and it is the Easter celebration which gives meaning and significance 
to our lives as a People of faith. It is a feast which the Church continues to celebrate for the next 
forty days until the feast of the Ascension. !
Among the reasons why we should continue in a spirit of Easter faith, as an Easter people, is 
the great gift which the Lord gave us on that first Easter evening. The apostles had locked 
themselves in a room in the city of Jerusalem. But the Lord would break down the barriers and 
appear to them. In this appearance he would greet them with a simple word, Peace be to you. 
But his gift would not be words alone. Rather, the Lord offered to his Apostles the great gift of 
the Sacrament of Penance, the celebration of reconciliation, whereby a new experience of 
peace would be offered to those who believe in the Lord. !
The Sacrament of Reconciliation, the means whereby we are able to have our sins forgiven, our 
weaknesses strengthened, our failings restored to wholeness; is the Easter gift which the Lord 
offers to His Church. As a Pilgrim Church, we recognize full well the need for forgiveness and 
grace in our lives as a result of sin, failing, and weakness. The Sacrament of Penance or 
Reconciliation offers us this opportunity. !
Unfortunately, we have lived through a time in the history of the Church when many people do 
not take advantage of this sacrament as they might be able to do so. Perhaps this is due to the 
confusion of many people regarding sin itself, or perhaps also even to a greater awareness of 
other opportunities within our Catholic faith tradition whereby sin is forgiven. However, this 
sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation remains the prime opportunity for all of us to encounter 
the Lord of forgiveness, the Lord of healing, the Lord of grace. !
Several years ago, the Church in response to the challenge of the Second Vatican Council, 
revised the ritual for the Sacrament of Penance. The revised ritual offers us the opportunity to 
enter into a spirit of shared prayer with the priest confessor, includes Scripture in the celebration 
of the Sacrament, and offers the possibility of dialogue in the celebration of the Sacrament itself. 
The revised ritual is designed to be an opportunity for growth in the Christian life. !
That first Easter night the Lord offered us a gift, a gift of healing and forgiveness. This could well 
be a time in all our lives to use the gift he has shared with us. The Easter season is a time of 
new beginnings, new life. Why not take advantage of this Sacrament of Penance during this 
season? 

April 17, 1979

The Importance of the Sacrament of Reconciliation

Continued on next page



++++++++++!
Holy Week and Easter proved to be a great experience for myself as I once again had the 
opportunity to celebrate our faith with people throughout the Diocese. Palm Sunday weekend 
was great with celebrations of Confirmation at Sts. Peter and Paul in Great Falls as well as at St. 
Mathias in Ryegate and St. Patrick's in Billings. The young people receiving this sacrament are 
a great sign of the future of our Church community as well as our country. As adults, we should 
continue to offer them the great gifts of our own example, encouragement, and inspiration... 
Being in Billings the first few days of Holy Week offered me the opportunity to meet with parents 
of the Billings community in order to discuss Catholic education. I also had the great joy of being 
able to celebrate the Eucharist with the students and faculty of Holy Rosary School and the 
Newman Club in Billings...The Holy Week celebrations at Circle, Glendive, Forsyth, Sumatra, 
Hysham, and finally at the Cathedral on Holy Saturday all combined together to offer me a rich 
experience of what it means to see and experience the Church of Eastern Montana as the 
People of God. Finally, on Easter Sunday, it was good to join the people of Blessed Sacrament 
in Black Eagle for Easter morning Mass...The journeys to different parts of the Diocese will 
continue throughout the next few months with the hope that I will have the opportunity to meet 
and celebrate with as many people of the Diocese as possible. Once again, over and over again 
I am impressed with and enthused about the spirit and vitality of the Church in Eastern 
Montana...As I travel across the diocese for different celebrations, my desk at the Chancery 
Office as well as the mail box at the residence continues to overflow with mail. I apologize for 
not being able to respond to everyone immediately and would ask your patience and 
understanding…I am also extremely happy over the response we have received already to our 
request for people to consider applying for the position of business manager for the Diocese. It 
will be a tremendous help to myself and to the Diocese if we are able to obtain the services of a 
person who would fulfill the job description we have published. I would ask your prayers for this 
intention...I would also call your attention to the National celebration scheduled for the first 
Sunday of May when the Christian Catholic community is asked to pray for vocations to 
priesthood and the religious life. Again, in our own diocese, there is a tremendous need for 
vocations and I would encourage young people to consider this possibility as a way of service to 
God, the Church, and the community...Finally, we are just receiving the first returns on the 
CARE and SHARE appeal. In so many parishes, the response has surpassed last year's 
collection, but we are unsure yet if we have been able to come close to or achieve our goal of 
$426,000.00. If you have not yet made your contribution, may I ask you to do so now? Likewise, 
again, if there is some special project or cause to which you would want to make a special 
contribution, please let us know. Thanks again to everyone and may the Risen Lord bless you. 
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