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We usually associate the idea of gift giving with the celebration of Christmas. Yet, if we look at 
the example of the Lord, it is on Easter evening when He appeared to the apostles that Jesus 
decided to share a gift with the first Christian community. Christ offered the gift of peace and 
gave the apostles and their successors the power to forgive sins.!
During Lent, a great many people celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation. For many, this is 
the only time during the year when people take advantage of this ministry of the Church with 
some others also celebrating the sacrament at Christmas time. This is a radical change from the 
practice of Roman Catholics 10 or 15 years ago when weekly or monthly reception of the 
sacrament of Penance was a common practice. !
There are many reasons for the decline in the celebration of this sacrament of reconciliation. 
Unfortunately, much of society today has lost a sense of sin. The new ritual for the celebration of 
the sacrament demands the awareness and experience of community with the realization that 
sin has social dimensions. People have also become aware that according to the tradition of the 
Church, sin is forgiven through prayer, good works and the reception of the Eucharist. Yet, the 
teaching of the Church regarding serious sin remains the same. We are asked in those 
instances to experience Christ's healing power in the sacrament of Reconciliation. !
Individual celebration of the sacrament of Reconciliation is the mind of the Church with the 
option being offered to people of celebrating Christ's forgiveness either anonymously or in a 
face-to-face encounter with the priest. Communal penance services which incorporate prayer, 
scripture, a homily and a shared examination of conscience along with individual celebration of 
the sacrament help people develop a community awareness of sin. General absolution is a rare 
exception that demands certain conditions to be present with the obligation to celebrate the 
sacrament on an individual basis when the opportunity presents itself. !
Celebrating the sacrament of reconciliation with people is a powerful and rewarding ministry of 
the priest in the Church today. l always feel humbled and grateful for that experience. l am 
reminded of what was written as an editorial in the English edition of the Vatican newspaper 
some years ago regarding the ministry of the priest in celebrating the sacrament of 
reconciliation. !
"But no sacrament involves the personal action of the minister so much as the sacrament of 
confession. The believer seeks a minister who will devote time to him; he seeks a patient man 
who will listen to him and believe him; he seeks a charitable man who will not pour salt but balm 
on his wounds. He seeks a wise man who will not place on his shoulders burdens that he cannot 
carry: he seeks a serious and experienced man who will understand and then apply the 
yardstick of the Lord of conscience. He seeks a prudent, discreet man who will not delve where 
it is not necessary, who will teach where he is certain and will ask only for an upright conscience 
in cases where the complexity of life makes it impossible to give a peremptory definition of 
obligations and solutions." !
This sacrament of reconciliation is Christ’s Easter gift to us. Our use of this gift helps us 
celebrate new hope, new life, new faith year round. l hope all will have a joyous Easter that will 
be filled with peace! 
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