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The Clergy Personnel Board of the Diocese is completing its work of recommending the 
assignment of priests to various parish communities for the coming year. As this work continues 
and projections are made into the coming years regarding priest personnel, it is obvious that we 
will not have sufficient ordained personnel to serve the Church of Eastern Montana in the way 
we have been accustomed. !
The above reality places special emphasis on this year’s celebration of World Day of Prayer for 
Church Vocations which occurs this weekend of May 1st and 2nd. The Holy Father has called 
upon Roman Catholics throughout the world to become more aware of each baptized person’s 
responsibility to live out his or her vocation to ministry and service to the Church community. 
This involves married persons and single, young and old, women and men, religious and priests. 
Building up the Body of Christ is a shared responsibility of all.!
At the center of Catholic life is the celebration of the Eucharist. This celebration reflects the faith 
life of the community and brings people together to share this faith with one another. The 
renewed liturgy calls for the conscious, full and active participation of all in the celebration of the 
Eucharist and this full involvement of people must carry over into the daily life of the Church. !
Yet, essential to the teaching and tradition of the Church is the need for the ordained priest to 
lead the community in its celebration of the Eucharist. That is why this year’s celebration of 
World Day of Prayer for Church Vocations asks us in a special way to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood. Where do vocations for the priesthood come from? They come from within our own 
midst, from the families of our Diocese. However, a vocation to the priesthood cannot be taken 
for granted. All Church vocations need encouragement, development and prayer. Most of all, 
young people who have the signs of a vocation to the priesthood need to be asked to consider 
this option. !
The candidate for the priesthood must be a person with certain qualities of faith, maturity, and a 
certain willingness to serve the Roman Catholic faith community. Entrance into a seminary will 
help the candidate determine whether priesthood is the best response he is able to give with the 
gifts that he possesses as a member of the Christian community. !
Some within the Christian community are asking if the Church should consider others for the 
priesthood beyond the male celibate candidate. The Church through the Holy Father believes, 
however, that the centuries old tradition of the present discipline be maintained. !
As we look to the future and the need for ordained priests to serve our communities and 
celebrate the Eucharist and other sacraments, do we just give up and hope for the best? That 
would be tragic. Rather, we are encouraged to be people of prayer asking God to encourage 
young men to consider priesthood to serve the Church of Eastern Montana. We are asked to 
look within our family and community and challenge young people to consider a vocation to 
religious life and priesthood. Let’s not give up!!
A PERSONAL NOTE: The media has recently speculated on candidates for the position of 
Bishop in other parts of our country. Such speculation is a normal phenomenon within the 
media. However, the appointment of any Bishop is the decision of the Holy Father. For larger 
dioceses, this usually involves a candidate with long experience and an older age. It is 
somewhat disconcerting to see one’s own name publicized, but I recognize also that such 
publicity is pure speculation. Thanks for your understanding in this matter. 
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