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In the late Summer and early Fall of each year, we hear a great deal about Catholic education 
and its importance for the future of the Church. As we conclude a school year, it is only right to 
thank the administrators, teachers, staff and others responsible for Catholic education in our 
Diocese. A special word of gratitude must be shared with the parents and the parish 
communities which support Catholic education. It is a time of year also to encourage parents to 
consider enrollment of their children in Catholic schools for next Fall. !
I share these remarks with you in light of the annual meeting held each Easter week of the 
National Catholic Educational Association. In closing remarks to this convention, the Reverend 
Alfred McBride shared with those present ten goals of Catholic education. These goals offer a 
blueprint for excellence in Catholic education today. !
The first goal is "to make Catholic education identifiably Catholic." This calls for the development 
of a sense of Church and the experience of the Lord in all that occurs within a Catholic school. 
At the same time, there is a need to "maintain an ecumenical spirit" which is the second goal. 
This goal challenges us to be aware of the other faith traditions which people share. Likewise, 
Catholic education is challenged to "be evangelical - invite those who come for education to say 
yes to Christ." Catholic education must be an ongoing conversion process of mind and heart to 
the Lord and the Church There should be no hesitancy to preach the Gospel and invite students 
to be a disciple of Jesus. !
A fourth goal has a real priority in my own mind and that is to "make prayer and worship an 
essential part of the educational process." Prayer and worship cannot be an appendix to the 
educational process nor the victim of scheduling for the sake of other activities. Retreats and 
Days of Recollection should be an integral part of the school's activities. "To highlight the values 
of love, justice and mercy" is the consequence of prayer and worship and a relationship to the 
Lord. Students and faculty must know the principles of Catholic social teaching and try to live 
them. !
A Catholic school prepares a student to live in this world so it is logical that the sixth goal should 
be to "aim for excellence in academic subjects." This includes the seventh goal which is to 
"prepare students to cope with a high-tech world with the high touch of Catholicism." Catholic 
principles must be applied to the world of business, government, commerce, and the world of 
tomorrow. 
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Finances are critical for Catholic education in light of escalating costs. Yet, the eighth goal is to 
"make Catholic schools financially self-reliant." Father McBride stated, “Let’s get off the dole." 
Innovative ways must be found to achieve this goal to maintain and expand Catholic education 
today. The ninth goal is to "seek some form of government aid - but don't count on this for 
salvation.” Ongoing efforts must be made to achieve this goal through the legislative process. 
And finally, the tenth goal is “to strengthen local control of Catholic education. “ We do this best 
through School Boards and Education Committees which are part of a parish council. This helps 
a parish to see the Catholic school as part of its mission in service to an entire community. At no 
time should Catholic education be divisive to a parish community, but rather it must be a unifying 
factor to the total mission of a parish.!
As our own schools in Eastern Montana fulfill these goals of Catholic education, they are a pearl 
of great price, a rich resource for the present and a sign of hope for the future. For parents in 
communities which have Catholic schools, please consider this opportunity to provide your 
children with a Catholic education in the parochial schools of our Diocese. Catholic education is 
an investment in the future.
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