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It is difficult to realize that a year has passed since we began the observance of the 75th 
anniversary of the founding of our Diocese. It has been a year of celebration in countless and 
various ways. Hopefully, it has been a year when we have developed a better sense of what it 
means to be a part of a diocesan Church, a segment of God's people who share hopes, dreams, 
faith and vision in Eastern Montana. !
The faith we share is expressed in the local parish communities which give us an identity as a 
community of believers. The pride of parish communities in their history and identity has been 
magnificently expressed in the parish banners which decorate so many of our sanctuaries and 
which become a magnificent testimony to our history when they are brought together for display. !
It has been a good year for celebrations, gatherings and meetings which have tried to respond 
to our needs as the Church of Eastern Montana. The heart of our celebration has been our 
gathering around the table of the Lord to celebrate the Lord's presence in the Eucharist. Over 
and over again, the importance of our worship has been stressed because our worship reveals 
who we are not only as a parish or diocesan faith community, but as members of the Roman 
Catholic Church. !
During this past year we have been blessed to witness the ordination of two young men to the 
priesthood as well as one young man to the diaconate. But despite these great events, we know 
full well the need for young people to consider a vocation to priesthood and religious life if we 
are to serve the people of our diocese in years to come. !
There have been excellent opportunities this past year for all of us to grow in an understanding 
of our faith through the workshops in Evangelization with Father Illig, the meetings on the 
"Ashes to Easter"' program with Father Ryan, and the workshop on Parish Ministry with Bishop 
Ottenweller. There have been countless other times when we have come together to be 
challenged through the telephone communication system, parish gatherings, and programs on a 
variety of subjects from liturgy to education. !
On the Diocesan level, it has been a year of new beginnings with the establishment of a 
Diocesan Liturgical Commission and an Evangelization Commission as well as the 
establishment of a Diocesan Advisory Financial Committee and a Care and Share Committee 
composed of laity and priests. In the process, we also were given a new name when our 
Diocese became officially known as “The Diocese of Great Falls-Billings." During this past year 
the Church of Eastern Montana has experienced growth and development. !
But now we enter into the final quarter century of our existence as the Church of Eastern 
Montana. The past quarter century has often enough been filled with pain and tension, but that 
need not be such. As we build on the heritage of the Second Vatican Council, we seek to 
become a praying people of faith with a sense of unity and vision. That need not be a dream. It 
can become a reality. Let us pray it will! 
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