
Reflections
by the!

Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy

Montana Catholic Register

Seventy-five years! In the history of the world, that is not a significant amount of time. However, 
as citizens of the United States and the State of Montana, a time span of seventy five years is a 
reflection of our lives as a people with a heritage and a legacy of greatness which calls us to an 
even greater awareness of our greatness today. !
The year 1904 was a time of excitement in the world and even more so in our own country and 
state. A new century was ushered in only a few years previous. The borders of our country were 
being expanded to open new horizons as people crossed our Northern Plains to discover the 
rich treasure of Montana. People came to Montana in ever-increasing numbers and brought with 
them dreams and hopes, talents and abilities, but also a tradition and faith which they wanted to 
preserve and increase. The Church responded to these realities by announcing a division of the 
sole Diocese existing in Montana and by creating the new Diocese of Great Falls on May 18, 
1904. !
The intervening 75 years have been filled with a saga of growth and development in Eastern 
Montana. Spread over 94,000 square miles, the Church of Eastern Montana is a group of 
priests, sisters, religious and laity who have continued to proclaim the Gospel, celebrate the 
Eucharist and other sacraments, and to gather together the Catholic faith community. Within our 
midst today, we are fortunate to have a number of people who have vivid memories of each of 
the Bishops of our Diocese, from Bishop Lenihan to Bishop O'Hara to Bishop Condon to Bishop 
Schuster and to myself. These same people remember well the valiant group of priests and 
religious women who shared the witness of their lives and the convictions of their faith with the 
new Church of Eastern Montana. More than any other factor, perhaps, was the dedicated group 
of laity who sacrificed and responded generously these past 75 years to the challenge of 
building a Church in Eastern Montana. !
From the Rocky Mountains to North Dakota, from Canada to Wyoming and South Dakota, there 
is the concrete evidence of a Church which has developed and grown and matured as a people 
of faith. The Churches, schools, and other institutions of our Diocese are a tremendous 
testimony to the vitality of the Church in Eastern Montana. However, it is the entire People of 
God in Eastern Montana who live out a faith commitment to the heritage and legacy we have as 
a Church in our Diocese. It is this same People of God who are now called to an even greater 
awareness of our identity as a Church of Eastern Montana, as a people called to greatness. !
As we live out our faith within our parish communities, we also live out our relationship to one 
another as a Diocesan Church. This gives us our identity as members of the Roman Catholic 
Church. This identity has been the basis for our existence these past 75 years. This identity is 
the foundation for our response to our call to greatness during our 75th year celebration. !
It is a privilege for me to be the Bishop of the Diocese during this time of celebration. I pray that 
this celebration will be a time for spiritual growth, for greater understanding and appreciation of 
our faith tradition, and for the return of people to our faith community who may have drifted away 
for various reasons. I pray it may also be a time for a greater ministry to our youth and families. 
Finally, I pray that our 75th anniversary may be a time to challenge our young people to consider 
a vocation to religious life and priesthood. 
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This same challenge is addressed to all of us to pray for vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life. In our concern for vocations to the priesthood and religious life, we should also 
become more aware of our own ministry as Bishop, priest, sister, religious and laity to one 
another and to all of Eastern Montana. !
This Friday, May 18th, we begin our 75th anniversary celebration as a Diocese. It is a call to 
prayer, to deeper faith, and new hope. It is our call to greatness as the People of God in Eastern 
Montana. Happy 75th Anniversary! !

++++++++++!
The long list of activities during these weeks gives tremendous testimony to the vitality of the life 
of the Church in Eastern Montana. This past weekend found me in Great Falls for the 
celebration of Confirmation at Our Lady of Lourdes. I also began a series of meetings with the 
religious women of our Diocese in Great Falls on Friday and in Miles City on Saturday. On 
Sunday, I was extremely happy to be present at Sacred Heart Church in Miles City and to meet 
the people there once again in addition to being present for the High School Graduation ... 
During this week I will be celebrating Confirmation in Nashua and Glasgow and will have the 
privilege of speaking at the Graduation of the High School Seniors in Big Sandy. Last week, 
Bishop Schuster celebrated Confirmation with the people of Fort Benton, Havre, Hays, Harlem, 
Medicine Lake, Culbertson, Miles City, and Jordan. This week, Bishop Schuster will be at Wolf 
Point and Poplar ... On Friday, I return to Great Falls where it will be my privilege to celebrate 
the Holy Hour at St. Ann's Cathedral to mark the beginning of the 75th anniversary celebration 
of our Diocese. I do hope that our people will try to attend these Prayer Services in our 
Churches on Friday evening. On Saturday morning, I drive to Lewistown to celebrate the 
Graduation Mass with the Seniors of St. Leo's. Afterwards, I will be off to Billings for a meeting 
with the men involved in the Ministry Formation-Education program in preparation for candidacy 
in the Diaconate program, and the celebration of Confirmation at Holy Rosary in Billings. The 
rest of the week involves a meeting with the priests, sisters and laity who minister to the Native 
American people of our Diocese. I will also have the privilege of celebrating the Mass and 
speaking at the Commencement exercises for the graduates of Billings Central High School on 
May 20th ... A meeting at Ashland will be held on the 22nd and 23rd with Confirmations following 
at Lame Deer and Our Lady of Guadalupe in Billings. As I look at all the communities and 
Churches which Bishop Schuster and I will visit these two weeks, it is obvious that the Church in 
Eastern Montana is alive and well. Even though my travels carry me from one end of our 
Diocese to another, I still am unable to be present for all the celebrations that I would like to 
attend. I regret that I will be unable to attend the Knights of Columbus meeting on May 19th and 
20th in Helena. The Knights of Columbus have offered countless services to the Church in 
Eastern Montana and I pray that they will continue to do so ... And as all this goes on, we 
celebrate the month of May when we are asked to honor Mary, the Mother of God, in a special 
way. May this month be a time to honor Mary, especially through the devotion of the Rosary .... 
May God bless each and every one of you.
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