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We are all familiar with the theme of time found in the Book or Ecclesiastes. There is a time for 
everything under the sun. Most of human experiences are listed under the various categories 
given by the author of this book of Sacred Scripture, but one that is missing and especially 
relevant to this time of year would be – “a time to graduate.”!
Throughout our diocese, young people are completing significant experiences in their lives as 
they move from one educational experience to another or else out to a specific vocation within 
the world in a particular job or profession. Graduation is a time of joy where we recognize the 
achievements of our young people and give thanks to teachers and parents who have helped 
them reach this particular stage in their lives. !
One of the real joys I have had in serving as Bishop of this Diocese has been the opportunity to 
meet with and share thoughts with the youth of Eastern Montana, especially those in their late 
teens. I find our young people honest and forthright. They want to be part of the Church, not as 
mere spectators, but rather as involved members of the Christian community. They are looking 
for guidance and direction, challenge and vision. They especially want the Gospel to be 
preached to the concerns and issues or their lives. !
Young people are also concerned about the world in which we live - the economy, inflation, job 
opportunities and the issues of peace and nuclear disarmament. This generation of young 
people is neither silent nor strident. Rather, they seem to be waiting and watching. They wait to 
see if we take the time to listen to them. They watch our lives and actions to discern if we live 
out what we preach. !
Graduation is a time of joy and hope. But it is also a time for the adult world to welcome a 
powerful new force into adult society, a group of young people who have much to share and 
dreams and visions they hope will become a reality. As they wait and watch, may we offer them 
the rich gift of our witness and encouragement. !
A happy graduation to all the graduates of 1982!
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