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It was good last weekend to listen to people talk about a tradition that still exists in many of our 
parish communities - the May Crowning on Mother's Day. As people with a Roman Catholic faith 
tradition, Mother's Day had a special added significance. We became aware or more conscious, 
hopefully, of a woman whom all of us are able to call "Mother." We drew our attention to a 
member of the human race who offers us a model for Christian living. We are challenged by a 
person who gives us an example of what it means to be a minister in the Church today. !
We are speaking, of course, of that incredible woman who graces the pages of Scripture with 
her presence and always draws attention not to herself but to her God and to the Lord. We are 
speaking of that woman whose presence in the Christian community for almost 2,000 years has 
been a symbol of hope, faith and love. We are speaking of that woman who has been given 
more titles and honors than all the Kings and Queens of history, and yet whom we address as 
"Mother."!
Devotion to Mary is part and parcel of what it means to be a Roman Catholic. Devotion to Mary 
is a reality of our faith tradition. For many, devotion to Mary has been expressed in the traditional 
expression of the rosary, of a consciousness of her joys and sorrows, of her presence among us 
at Lourdes or Fatima. It is critical that we keep these devotions as part of our tradition, but we 
are also challenged to the response Mary asks of us today. To pick or choose or encourage one 
dimension of Marian devotion without responding to all that is asked of us today as Christians is 
to fail to imitate the basic "Yes" which Mary responded to God's invitation. !
Scripture tells us that a young girt was invited to make God present in the world, and the answer 
she gave is at the heart of what we are asked to do and to be in the world today. Devotion to 
Mary asks us to say "Yes" to God's invitation to each of us. We are asked to say "Yes" to the 
challenges which confront the Church in our lives, and Mary offers us the example. !
Mary would say "Yes" to bring God literally into the world. We do the same by responding to the 
ministry which we are asked to live and exercise in the Church today. Mary would run off to her 
cousin Elizabeth and share this good news with her. We are asked to be the evangelizers of the 
Good News to others in today's world. At Bethlehem, Mary would welcome strangers who came 
from different nations to adore her son. We are asked to be a people who will also knock down 
the walls to prejudice and hatred between peoples. !
At a wedding feast in Cana, Mary would be concerned about a young couple who were running 
out of wine at their wedding feast, and she decided to do something about it. We are asked also 
not only to talk about what can be done to help people or care for them, but to become involved 
in making our world a better place in which to live. In her great song of rejoicing called the 
"Magnificat," Mary would cry out for justice and peace. We are asked to do the same in the 
world today, to seek peace, to achieve justice in our nation and in the world. And in being all this 
and doing all this, Mary remained a mother - a source of love, an inspiration to families, a model 
of what it means to be a human person and a woman. !
May is the traditional month for honoring Mary. We honor her best by imitating her example and 
saying "Yes" to what God asks of us today as members of the Roman Catholic Church. 
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