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It's that time of year again when we take time to congratulate many young people graduating 
from different stages of the educational enterprise. We rejoice with the young, and wish them 
well in the years ahead. Yet, as gifts, cards and words of encouragement are shared with our 
young, we might well neglect those who have helped to make the educational experience a 
reality. !
The simple but powerful words of “thank you” must be shared with parents of graduates. We 
should and must express our gratitude to parents for sharing the priceless gifts of life and love in 
addition to countless sacrifices on behalf of their children. !
I can well imagine that parents have a difficult time realizing that the young adult standing before 
them now is the small child they once held in their arms. The question lingers of where has the 
time gone. At this time, parents see the beginnings of the life journey which their son or 
daughter takes, and they could well be reluctant to let them go, but go they must as they begin 
their search for life and love, meaning and purpose. And yet, parents are still asked to be 
present to them through advice, faith, and prayer. !
Of all the gifts which parents share with their children, religious faith is the most important. It is 
more precious than silver or gold for it survives time and offers the perspective of God and the 
Gospel to all that happens. !
As parents watch their sons and daughters become mature adults, there will undoubtedly be 
some tremendous joys and some disappointments, great accomplishments and a few unfulfilled 
hopes. Yet, parents are asked to love them, and not smother them; walk with them, but let them 
walk alone; accept them for who they are, but challenge them to be more than that. !
It's a short walk for the graduate to rise from a seat in an auditorium, proceed to a stage, and 
receive a diploma. Yet, that journey would never have been possible without the gifts shared 
with our graduates by their parents who have helped to make this journey a reality. To all 
parents of graduates, thank you!
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