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As Bishop of a Diocese, especially in the first year, there are a number of new experiences 
which occur in one's life. Even though it is less than a year, I still remember well the first 
parishes I visited and the parish communities with whom I celebrated the Eucharist. I remember 
very well the first group of young people with whom I celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
This week a new experience will be offered to me and I know I shall remember it for a lifetime. 
This Friday evening, it will be my privilege to celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Orders with Rev. 
Mr. Thomas Beggin when I will ordain him as a priest of the Diocese of Great Falls. !
In so many ways, the ordination of a priest is not just a celebration of family and friends. It is a 
celebration of the Church, a celebration of a diocese, a celebration of a group of people who call 
forth a member of the community to serve that community as priest. A man ordained to the 
priesthood is a person who is asked to serve a community, not on his terms, but on the terms of 
a community, which asks him to proclaim the Gospel, celebrate the Eucharist and other 
sacraments, and to gather together that community in the spirit of the Gospel. !
As we celebrate the first week of our 75th anniversary as a Diocese, the ordination of a priest for 
the Diocese is a significant action. It relates us to the past, but it offers hope for the future. On 
behalf of the Diocese, may I offer congratulations to Fr. Thomas Beggin, his parents, family and 
friends. We appreciate the gift of service which Fr. Beggin will offer to our diocese and parishes 
in the years ahead. May God bless him and watch over him. !

++++++++++!
The personnel changes for the Diocese this year have been completed. As we rejoice in the 
ordination of a new priest for service to the Diocese, there is also the reality of sadness as other 
priests reach the age of retirement and give up an active ministry in our Diocese. Words cannot 
express adequately the gratitude of the Diocese for Rev. Carl Erickson, Rev. Thomas Powers, 
Rev. Anthony Walsh, and Rev. Joseph Galour who are retiring this spring and summer. May God 
bless each of them and give them many happy years in the future. !
Another note of sadness as personnel changes are announced is the reality of not having 
enough resident priests to staff all our parishes and missions. However, in such instances, the 
Church hopes to continue its mission among our people through the ministry and gifts of our 
religious and laity. Hopefully, the coming year will be a time to study the personnel question in 
our diocese so that as bishop, priests, sisters, and laity, we might be able to plan for the future to 
respond to the needs of the Church in Eastern Montana. !

++++++++++!
In addition to the spiritual needs of the Diocese, there are also the material needs whereby the 
Diocese offers service to the entire Church of Eastern Montana and fulfills its obligations in 
charity to our State, our Nation and the world. We respond to these needs through the annual 
CARE AND SHARE APPEAL. Initial reports indicate that we will not meet our goal of $429,000, 
which means that we will not be able to offer the services we owe to one another to the degree 
that we might do so. This is the only collection taken up in our parishes which supports the work 
of the Diocese and its obligations to the state, nation and world. 
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All other monies collected in the course of a year remain within the parish community to fulfill its 
obligations to the local community, to reduce its debt, or to save for future projects. The vast 
majority of parishes responded extremely generously to this appeal, but still we did not achieve 
our hope for a balanced budget based on projected expenses. Actual cash donations have 
reached almost $370,000 with pledges accounting for another $18,000. If there are still people 
of our diocese who did not yet respond, or if there are others who would want to contribute to 
the CARE AND SHARE APPEAL, may I ask for your help? Likewise, if there is some special 
project that you would like to support, please let us know. As Bishop, I find it difficult to spend so 
much time on finding ways to fulfill our material obligations, but there is very little choice in the 
matter. Thanks to all who contributed so generously to this appeal this year.!

++++++++++!
I thought the month of May would slow down the pace I have been keeping, but it actually 
accelerated. Mother's Day weekend found me celebrating Confirmation at Our Lady of Lourdes 
in Great Falls with a drive the next day to Miles City for a prayer meeting with the religious 
women of the Miles City Vicariate. Saturday night and Sunday were spent at Sacred Heart 
Parish with the opportunity to celebrate Mass for the people and to celebrate also the 
Graduation Mass for the Seniors from Sacred Heart High School. Later on Sunday evening, I 
continued on to Terry for Confirmation at Sacred Heart Church there. I left on Monday for 
Confirmation in St. Raphael's in Glasgow and on Tuesday there was Confirmation in Nashua. 
On Wednesday I had the privilege of giving the Commencement address at Big Sandy Public 
High School. Thursday found me retracing my steps with a Mass for the school children at St. 
Mary's in Malta and later that evening I returned to Wolf Point for Confirmation with the young 
people of Immaculate Conception and Our Lady of Lourdes in Poplar. That same evening I 
began the journey back to Great Falls so that I might be able to celebrate Mass for the school 
children of St. Joseph's and to lead the Evening of Prayer at the Cathedral to begin our 75th 
anniversary celebration. This past weekend found me in Lewistown on Saturday morning for the 
Graduation Mass for the Seniors from St. Leo's High School. An afternoon meeting in Billings for 
men interested in the permanent diaconate was held at Billings Central High School and the day 
concluded with Confirmation at Holy Rosary. Last Sunday, I celebrated with the Seniors from 
Billings Central by offering the Graduation Mass and speaking at the afternoon commencement 
exercises. These days at the beginning of the week are being spent in Ashland at a Board 
Meeting and on Wednesday there will be Confirmation in Lame Deer and on Thursday a 
Confirmation at Our Lady of Guadalupe in Billings. Friday will be the Ordination of Rev. Mr. 
Thomas Beggin at St. Pius. Next weekend I will be visiting Absorakee and Columbus and then 
back to Great Falls for a Memorial Day Mass. But immediately afterwards, it will be back to 
Billings for a few days. The above schedule looks exhausting, and at times I almost hear my car 
telling me to slow down. Hopefully, I will be able to do so by the middle of the summer, but in the 
meanwhile I am trying to respond to the requests of priests and people to visit parishes, 
celebrate the Eucharist, and to become acquainted with the Church of Eastern Montana. But 
when conflicts arise, I also feel a tremendous sense of guilt for not being able to fulfill a request. 
So I ask your patience and tolerance and prayers. It has been a fantastic nine months. And that 
has been due to the greatness of our priests, sisters, religious and laity.   
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