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A long letter introduces the personnel changes that are printed in this edition of the MONTANA 
CATHOLIC REGISTER. The changes of personnel are prefaced by this letter because of the 
importance of what these changes mean for the priests involved as well as the parishes served. 
In both instances, we are dealing with human lives, the lives of people gathered in faith to 
proclaim the presence of the Lord.  !
I would ask you to read the letter which accompanies the transfer of priest personnel. Within that 
letter is a two-fold challenge for all of us. The first is the call for leadership from within our parish 
communities to maintain and increase our faith commitment in prayer, in belief, and in service to 
one another. The second is a call for prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. I 
would ask parish communities to include this prayer each week in the prayers of petition and a 
special prayer services. I would ask each of us as Bishop, priest, and laity to invite young people 
to consider a vocation to the priesthood or religious life. I would ask young people to consider 
priesthood and religious life as a vocational option. All I can say in response to your 
consideration of these two challenges is "Thank you." !

++++++++++!
During the middle of May I had the opportunity to celebrate Mass with several of our grade 
schools. It was great to be able to be with the children, teachers and some parents from St. 
Mary's in Malta, St. Joseph's in Great Falls, and Sacred Heart in Miles City. As I visit our 
Catholic grade schools, I am most impressed with the quality of education, religious and secular, 
that our children are receiving. It is a tremendous tribute to the full parish communities where 
Catholic schools are still present that the people of our parishes have generously supported our 
efforts on behalf of this form of Catholic education. If a Catholic school education is available in 
your community, why not look into the possibility of having your child enrolled in it? !

++++++++++!
The celebration of Confirmation in our Diocese these past months has been a real delight. It is 
always a refreshing experience to see the eagerness and enthusiasm of our young people who 
are to receive this Sacrament. Over and over again, I try to share with these young people the 
fact that they are receiving a gift, a gift of the Spirit. However, at the same time, I always urge 
the sponsors and the parents and adults present to be generous to our young people receiving 
Confirmation during this time of the year are the hope for the future. As adult members of the 
Roman Catholic faith community of Eastern Montana, let us be generous to them with our gifts 
of care, concern and love by the example we offer them. !

++++++++++!
It has also been a joy to be involved in the three graduations from our Catholic High Schools in 
our Diocese. Once again as I look at the faces of these young people, I cannot help but think of 
all that has happened in the 17 or 18 years of their existence on this earth. They have lived 
through five Presidents; they have witnessed the violence of war and the exploration of space 
on TV in their living rooms; they have heard the strident cry of protests on campuses and they 
have watched the pursuit of civil rights in the silence of long marches. 
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Within the Church, they have lived through the Second Vatican Council with its challenge for the 
Church to respond to the signs of the times. In so many ways, the high school graduate of today 
has been affected by a world in turmoil and a Church in transition. !
As these young people who are children of this century and architects of the next go forth into 
the world to college, to work, or to marriage and/or a religious vocation, let us remember them in 
our prayers. We have shared life and love with them; may they take these gifts and share them 
in faith with a world which is anxious for the presence of our Lord. Congratulations to all the high 
school graduates of our Diocese from our Catholic and Public High Schools! !

++++++++++!
One of the appointments for priests listed in this week's edition of the MONTANA CATHOLIC 
REGISTER announces that Rev. John Dimke has been appointed Chairman of the Diocesan 
Liturgical Commission. I have asked him to submit names of laity, sisters, and priests who would 
serve on this Commission. I believe, as many of you know, that the liturgy which brings us 
together should reflect our faith as members of a Roman Catholic faith community, but it must 
also reflect our own lives, hopes and dreams as found in the human experience we share. I look 
forward to working with the Liturgical Commission of our Diocese so that through its efforts we 
might be able to be a people who reflect our own identity as a People of God and our worship as 
members of the Roman Catholic Church. Please pray for the success of the work of the 
Diocesan Liturgical Commission. !

++++++++++!
This column this week is a series of brief reflections on various subjects. The past few weeks 
have involved a great deal of traveling around the Diocese which continues this week with a 
meeting of the Montana Association of Churches this week in Billings as well as a celebration of 
a Memorial Day Mass at the cemetery in Great Falls. Next week I return to the northeastern part 
of the Diocese with Confirmations at Scobey and Glentanna and a visit to Poplar. On the way 
back to Great Falls, there will be a meeting with the religious women of the Hi-Line area at 
Havre and then on to Big Timber for Confirmation. Though the travel is extensive, the 
opportunity to meet with the priests, sisters and laity of our diocese gives me an energy that is 
truly refreshing. Thanks to all for the gifts you share with me. 
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