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A persistent challenge to the Roman Catholic faith tradition today is to preserve its identity. Our 
identity as a religious body comes from the faith and worship we share under the leadership of 
the Holy Father. In the practice of that faith and the expression of that worship, there are laws, 
rules, and guidelines which help us live out our faith tradition in the world today. !
Being "Roman Catholic" is to be a Christian, a follower of Christ. However, when people equate 
"Christian" and "Catholic" and fail to see the need to recognize the unique response the Roman 
Catholic Church gives to the Gospel, we weaken the identity which is ours. There is a definite 
need to have a respect for and to seek an understanding of other Christian faith traditions, but 
there is the far more basic demand asked of each of us to come to a mature understanding and 
acceptance of what it means to be a Roman Catholic. !
Being Roman Catholic also challenges us to follow the norms and expectations of the Church in 
our faith and worship. Great publicity is given at times to those who go beyond the norms and 
guidelines in faith and worship. Such actions contradict the unity and identity we are asked to 
witness. However, the failure to follow what the Church asks of us as individuals and as 
members of a parish and diocesan community is also a challenge to our identity as Roman 
Catholics. !
A local Bishop or pastor cannot be a law unto himself when it comes to responding to the 
challenges offered to the Church today as a result of the Second Vatican Council. Our 
celebration of the Eucharist and the other sacraments demands an adherence to the norms of 
the Church. Such norms involve the fundamental liturgical principle of full and active 
participation by all those involved. Such celebrations demand planning and preparation with the 
essential elements of time and reverence. What a tragedy it is in the Church today when a priest 
is praised for being able to offer Mass quicker than anyone else or when the clock becomes the 
most important factor in our worship. !
The Church today has challenged the laity to take their rightful responsibility in the Church 
community through involvement in worship and in Church structures at the diocesan and parish 
level. This call to ministry at countless different levels of Church life is a sign of the Church's 
vitality. But if we are to be faithful to our identity as Roman Catholics, the ministry of the lay 
person as well as the religious and priest must be more than just the fulfillment of tasks and 
functions. The exercise of ministry by all people demands a time of preparation and ongoing 
formation. A person cannot just be asked to be a Lector, a Special Minister of the Eucharist, a 
member of a parish council. Such ministries demand initial preparation and continuous growth 
experiences through instruction, prayer and reflection. !
To be Roman Catholic is to share in an experience of Church beyond the boundaries of our local 
parish or diocese. To be Roman Catholic is to profess a faith and to express that faith through 
worship. We do that not on our terms but on the terms of a Church which gives us an identity as 
a community of believers. 
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