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Last weekend, the Church of Eastern Montana gave evidence of life and vitality in a unique and 
powerful manner. Over 300 high school students from every corner of the Diocese gathered 
together for the annual Youth Rally sponsored by the Diocese in cooperation with the College of 
Great Falls. The theme of the Youth Rally, echoed over and over again by the main speakers, 
was the fact and the reality that they are a gift to the Church and the community. They were 
challenged to use that gift to announce the Good News of the Gospel in their parishes and 
community. !
In word and song, the message shared with the young people of the Diocese was clear - the 
Kingdom of God which Jesus announced belongs to them as to all who walk with the Lord. But 
the response was electrifying! To see so many young people gathered together to listen, to 
laugh, to cry, to pray, to talk was a sign of hope for the Church community not only for tomorrow, 
but especially for today.!
The gift of young people to the Church community is a reality I have become very much aware 
of this past year. This awareness has come not only at times of Confirmation, but especially in 
the dialogues I have had with Juniors and Seniors whom I have met and dialogued with in many 
of the parishes of Eastern Montana these past months. Young people want to know the Lord. 
They want to be part of the Church. They want to be involved. !
I was fortunate enough to share a workshop on morality with almost 100 of the young people 
and adults who attended the Youth Rally. Using the commandments as a basis of our response 
to God in love for Him, ourselves and others, I was impressed with the knowledge our young 
people had of the commandments and the desire to relate these expectations of God to their 
daily lives. Morality to the young person must speak to their lived situation - to their awareness 
of the gift of sexuality, to their loneliness, to their honesty, to their use of drugs and alcohol, to 
their involvement in liturgy in their local community, to their relationship to parents and family 
and friends. The Church presents a challenge to young people and they are anxious to respond. !
Families in Great Falls were kind enough to house the young people who came to the Youth 
Rally. I decided personally to do the same. So for two evenings, I found myself a house parent 
for four young men whose energy, vitality and appetite were inexhaustible. It was good to be 
part of their lives for a brief time, but I do admit it was also good to catch up on some sleep the 
next night. !
Montana has incredible natural resources of oil, gas, coal and countless other sources of 
energy. But Montana also has a group of young people who share a Christian faith and energy 
that is infectious. I pray we tap that resource in the coming years through our families, our 
communities, our parishes. Youth is a resource that will help determine the future. I hope we 
never lose it or squander it. 
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