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As I become more and more acquainted with our parishes and diocese, I am also becoming 
more aware of the signs of life that are a part of the Church today. For some, the Church is 
healthy and alive if it reflects a sound financial base. For others, the numbers involved in the 
Church structure are a critical factor. For still others, the key element is the number of personnel 
involved full time in the life of the Church. These are important signs that reflect the vitality of a 
Church, but there are far more basic and important indicators which help us appreciate the 
reality of Church today. !
First and foremost, the sign of a vibrant Church is evident in its faith and prayer life. Our own 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Eastern Montana expresses this life of faith and prayer in countless 
ways. It is really good to see the great number of prayer groupings within our diocese on the 
part of priests, sisters and laity. The charismatic movement has offered many people an 
opportunity for new insights into prayer and Scripture. But prayer is the manifestation of faith 
which must be evident in the values that we defend and share with the world in which we live - 
the value of life, the dignity of the human person, the quest for justice and charity in all phases 
of human experiences. !
Another sign of vitality of a Church is the way that members of a Church involve themselves in 
the significant movements of our age. Such movements include Marriage Encounter, Cursillo, 
Search, and Jesu Caritas groupings. Each of these movements are tremendous options for 
priests and people of our Diocese to increase their faith and prayer life. Their strength resides in 
facing the reality that each of these movements in the Church today cannot be an end in itself. 
Each movement must be seen as an option that cannot be forced on everyone or expected of 
everyone. Most of all, in relationship to the Church, these movements must relate to the Church 
and become unitive forces within the Christian community. As such, each movement becomes 
yet another sign of the Church's vitality. !
Still another sign of the life of the Church is the involvement of people in the life of the Church 
where the Church affects them on a regular basis. Today, the Church invites and challenges lay 
people especially to involvement and participation in our parishes through such structures as 
Parish Councils, School Boards, Religious Education Boards, Liturgy Committees, Councils of 
Catholic Women and a host of other activities which should be a part of the life of each parish. 
Such involvement helps the entire People of God to become aware of the call to ministry we 
each share by reason of our Baptism and Confirmation. !
A vibrant Church not only looks at the present or the past, but also looks to the future. The future 
is rooted in the ways in which we prepare the young people of our diocese and parish 
community to assume leadership in the future. It is most impressive to see the many 
communities in our Diocese which have continued to maintain Catholic schools, a form of 
Catholic education which is essential for the future of the Church in Eastern Montana. Likewise, 
it is good to see the many fine religious education programs for children in public schools from 
1st grade through high school as well as the adult education programs for adults. A vibrant 
Church at a parish level will recognize the importance of its teaching mission to all its people. 
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Finally, the signs of a vibrant Church will be reflected in the worship which brings us together. As 
people who share a Catholic heritage, that worship is centered in the Eucharist and sacraments. 
Such worship must reflect the human experience so that when we gather together around the 
altar of God, what happens, what is said, and what is done affects our lives. We come together 
in our Churches in order that we might leave them to go out into the world in which we live and 
help to make the Lord present. !
If the above comments are some of the signs of vitality of the Church today, it is really good to 
be a part of the Church in Eastern Montana. The more that these signs become evident in our 
Diocese and within our parishes, the more we respond to our call to greatness as a people of 
God. It is indeed a privilege to be the Bishop of such a Church! !

++++++++++!
This past week brought me to the northeastern part of our Diocese with Confirmations at Scobey 
and Glentanna. Over the weekend, it was good to celebrate Mass and Confirmation with the 
people of Big Timber. This present week began with a celebration of the 25th anniversary of 
Rev. David Dwyer, pastor of St. Joseph's in Great Falls. Also celebrating their 25th anniversary 
of ordination this year are Rev. Raymond Nyquist and Rev. Charles Gorman. At the end of the 
week, I look forward to the celebration of Confirmation at Pryor followed by a pastoral visitation 
to Geraldine and Denton. I have been writing to the pastors of the Churches in our Diocese 
where I have not yet had the opportunity to celebrate Mass with the people of such communities 
as Baker, Wibaux, Ekalaka, Broadus, Hingham, and Chester. I hope to visit these and other 
parishes during the summer months and look forward to the opportunity to meet more of the 
people of our Diocese. On June 21st, it will be my privilege to ordain Rev. Mr. Rich Munsell to 
the priesthood for the Diocese of Eastern Montana. The ordination will take place in the 
Cathedral of St. Ann on Thursday evening, June 21st at 7: 30 p.m.   !

++++++++++!
The weather during these past weeks has been gorgeous and fantastic. Life seems to be 
bursting forth from the land, the trees, the flowers, and bushes. Spring has come to play its 
annual symphony of life. It is really good to be alive today. It is really good to be in Montana! 
May God bless each of you and your families.
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