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On June 29th, it will be my privilege to ordain three young men to the priesthood. Though this is 
a day of special celebration for Gary Gunville, Wayne Pittard and Tim Struckman, it is a time for 
the whole Diocese to rejoice. !
A man does not approach ordination in a vacuum. He comes as a result of gifts of love and 
example from parents, family, and friends. So many people contribute to the formation and 
education of a candidate for the priesthood - the faculty of a seminary, the priests and 
parishioners of the parishes in which they have served, and the prayers of countless others who 
pray each day for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. !
The education and preparation of these men for the priesthood has been made possible by the 
generosity of those who have established burses for the education of candidates for priesthood 
in our Diocese. May I express my deep gratitude and appreciation to all whose kindness has 
provided the resources for the education of seminarians. !
On the day of ordination, these young men make a commitment to serve the Church of Eastern 
Montana. In the years ahead, they will share the important sacred moments of peoples' lives in 
our Diocese at baptism, first communion, marriage and the funeral liturgy. Hopefully, they will be 
present to people in good times and in bad to help trace the movement of God in our lives and 
to challenge us to a deeper faith in the Lord and the Roman Catholic faith community. !
At a time when people are hesitant to make commitments, these young men will promise 
obedience to a Bishop, witness to a celibate lifestyle, and commit themselves to prayer on 
behalf of the Christian community. As Bishop, it is a privilege to share Holy Orders with these 
three young men. !
As these new priests begin their service and ministry to the Church of Eastern Montana, I would 
ask you to pray for them that God may continue to strengthen them and sustain them. I would 
ask that young people in our Diocese might consider following their example and think about the 
possibility of a vocation to priesthood and/or religious life. !
It is fitting that the ordination will take place on the Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. Sts. Peter and 
Paul were among the first apostles who preached the good news to the ends of the earth. May 
these saints inspire these young men to do likewise. Please remember Gary Gunville, Wayne 
Pittard and Tim Struckman in your prayers. 
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