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At the beginning of June, I had the opportunity and privilege of attending a workshop on Parish 
Renewal conducted by Reverend Chuck Gallagher, S.J. The Workshop took place at the 
Benedictine Abbey in Richardton, North Dakota. For four days, six priests of our Diocese, 
Bishop Schuster and myself joined with a large contingent of priests from the Diocese of 
Bismarck and two priests from the Diocese of Helena in a unique experience of prayer, 
reflection, discussion, reconciliation, healing and learning. !
The purpose of the Workshop was twofold. First, we were prepared to share a weekend renewal 
experience with our parish communities. Such Parish Renewal Weekends are already being 
celebrated in our Diocese at St. Pius in Billings and St. Mary's in Livingston. The particular 
format and design which Father Gallagher shared is unique for such Parish Renewal weekends. 
Similar parish renewal programs are being experienced in many parishes throughout our 
country under such titles as "Christ Renews the Parish" and "The Renew Program." However, 
the unique thrust of Father Gallagher's program is the call for reconciliation and the recognition 
of the mission of the parish in relationship to the mission of the Diocese and the universal 
Church. !
The second purpose of the Workshop was far more personal. It called for a renewal of our own 
lives as priests in the ministry we share with the People of God in our parishes and diocese. It 
especially called for reconciliation of priests with each other and with their Bishop. It challenged 
myself as Bishop to be a minister of reconciliation and renewal in the Diocese in relationship to 
priests, religious women and laity of the Diocese. !
Father Chuck Gallagher, S.J. is a national figure. He is responsible in many ways for the 
success of Marriage Encounter in our country. The thrust of his remarks centered around the 
values we share as members of a Roman Catholic faith community. Father Gallagher stressed 
the importance of saints and the impact they offer as models for our own experience as a 
Pilgrim Church. He emphasized the need we have of contact with the Lord through Scripture 
and presented powerful passages from the Word of God as the basis for ongoing reflection and 
prayer. He reminded us over and over again of the importance of the Sacrament of Marriage 
and the witness which married people offer to us of the meaning of Church. But more than 
anything else, he called us to an appreciation of the Eucharist and the importance of what it 
means to be "Catholic." !
We were constantly challenged to articulate the mission and priorities of our parishes, our 
Diocese and the universal Church. He called our attention to the priorities set by Pope John 
Paul II - a concern for peace in a nuclear world; the materialism evidenced in consumerism 
where we waste so many of our natural resources and fail to share with others; and the need to 
respect and promote the value of life from the moment of conception until death. !
The Parish Renewal workshop was an exciting and prayerful experience. It offered one model 
that could be used to renew a parish community. But it offered the far more challenging task of 
renewing myself. The days with Father Chuck Gallagher, S.J. were truly memorable! 
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