
Reflections
by the!

Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy

Montana Catholic Register

The public media has given great attention in recent months to statements from the Holy Father, 
Pope John Paul II, regarding the life of the Church, especially its worship and expression of 
faith. It is a healthy sign of the Church's vitality that the world considers the activities of the 
Roman Catholic Church to be the subject of news and analysis. !
However, it would seem that great attention has been focused on the extremes that go beyond 
what the Church asks of us in faith and worship. It is good that the Holy Father reminds us in 
concrete ways of our obligation to manifest a unity in faith and worship which gives us an 
identity as Roman Catholics in our parishes, our Diocese and the world in which we live. As 
Bishop, priests, religious and laity, we are obliged to follow the guidelines for worship and faith 
expression which is shared with us by the Holy Father. !
At the same time that attention is given to what some term as "abuses" in liturgy and faith, we 
should also remind ourselves of the failure of some to respond to the challenges of the Church 
today. If some within the Christian community are criticized for going beyond the law and 
guidelines, others should also be criticized for not going far enough. Pope John Paul addressed 
this question very well in his visit to France when he stated: !

"The Traditionalists, pointing out those abuses that evidently we are the first to condemn 
and to correct, are shutting themselves up rigidly in a given period of the history of the 
church and at a given moment of theological formulation of liturgical expression which 
they have absolutized without penetrating sufficiently and the profound meaning, without 
considering history in its totality and its legitimate expression." !

In concrete terms, the Church is asking us today to be faithful to a tradition and to the teaching 
authority of the Church in faith and worship. Just as we are not allowed the luxury of going 
beyond what the Church asks and expects, we are likewise not allowed the luxury of not 
implementing what the Church asks of us today. At the same time, the Church offers many 
options within its liturgical expression which should be reflected in the life of the Christian 
community.!
As Bishop, it is my hope that we listen carefully and well to what the Holy Father is sharing with 
us, and to implement and/or correct what he calls us to be and to do as a Roman Catholic faith 
community. To do otherwise is to fail in achieving our identity as a faith community of believers. 
To respond as we should gives us new faith and hope! 
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