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The Gospel challenge and the values of Jesus provoke various responses in our lives as 
individuals and as a Church. At the heart of this challenge is the development of a spiritual life 
and a union with the Lord through prayer, Mass, and the sacraments. As members of a Church, 
we also have become more aware of the internal growth and development of the Church and its 
importance in our lives in a parish and a diocese. However, as individuals and as members of a 
Church, we live in a world beset with challenges to the Christian Catholic tradition. I believe we 
are also asked to respond to these issues if we are to preserve the values of Jesus in today's 
world. !
What are the challenges of today that cry out for the values of Jesus? I believe they range from 
a concern for the poor to the issues of social justice, from a care for the elderly and the unborn 
to the eradication of prejudice in our society, from a discussion of nuclear weapons to the 
concrete issue of draft registration. For many, the consideration of these issues prompt a strong 
response. Some would say that the Church should not be involved in social issues. However, 
the Gospel and the Christian Catholic tradition would indicate otherwise. !
If religious belief and worship is to affect the lives of believers, such belief and worship cannot 
be isolated from the critical issues in society today. The Church has an obligation to speak out, 
to preach the values of Jesus. The Sermon on the Mount was a radical morality preached by 
Jesus almost two thousand years ago. It still remains a radical morality today if we take it 
seriously. Peace, justice, meekness and the host of Christian virtues embodied and preached by 
Jesus Himself cannot be generic abstract concepts. There must be a concrete application to 
daily life. !
As I reflect on this issue, the Holy Father is visiting Brazil, witnessing a poverty that cannot be 
captured in TV coverage, but a reality of human deprivation experienced by millions of people. 
The Holy Father is trying to address this issue. The American Bishops have spoken out loudly 
on many other issues these past few years which call a Christian Catholic community to its 
collective consciousness on the important subjects of racism, social justice, war, the ownership 
and use of land in rural America, etc. !
I believe it is important to share some reflections on these subjects over the next few months 
through this column. In doing so, I hope that I and others will become more aware of how we 
might have the values of Jesus influence our lives and society today. 
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