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For many adults, the whole idea of faith is a collection of the doctrines and beliefs we share as 
members of the Roman Catholic Church. Faith, from one perspective, is able to be described in 
this way. However, the fullness of an understanding of faith demands that we see faith as a 
living reality.!
One of the responsibilities of an adult community is to share its values and beliefs with the 
succeeding generation. We do this as citizens of a nation, as members of a community, and as 
participants in family life. We also should fulfill the same responsibility as members of the 
Roman Catholic Church. !
Essential to the transmission of faith is the sharing of the knowledge which we should possess 
to be informed believers, to be knowledgeable about the truths of our faith, to be able to discuss 
them with others, to know and understand the reasons behind the beliefs we proclaim. For these 
reasons, it is so important to offer our young people at the grade school, high school and college 
level an understanding of our Catholic faith through Catholic schools or religious education 
programs. It is more important to continue our search for an understanding of our faith as adults 
through our reading and participation in adult education programs sponsored by the Diocese or 
our parish community. !
However, there is more to being a Catholic than understanding our faith. We are also challenged 
to live it. It is in living our faith that we give witness to our belief. The faith of the Church is at all 
times a living faith which involves a personal response by each believer to the personal 
invitation which God shares with us. We share a common faith rooted in the past, but it is a faith 
which grows in the present through the unique response which each person offers to the 
Christian community. !
Our approach to sharing our faith with young people today must include the understanding of 
our faith tradition, but it can not be appropriated by young people today unless we also offer the 
a living witness to our faith through our own lives. We share our faith with young people today by 
emphasizing the personal response each is asked to give the Lord. In many ways, the words of 
the 75th Anniversary song for our own Diocese by the St. Louis Jesuits, “You Are My Own,” 
summarizes well the call God offers to each of us and to young people in the Church today. !
In parish life today, ways must be found to emphasize the personal response in faith by young 
people in the Church. Prayer groups, special liturgies, discussions which deal with the interests 
of young people today, and countless other ways must be tried as manifestations of our interest 
in passing on our faith to the next generation. Most of all, young people look for a vibrant faith 
community evidenced in their family, their parish and in the lived witness offered to young 
people by priest, and Bishop, religious and laity.!
Young people have been labeled in different ways during the decades of the 50’s, 60’s, and 
70’s. As we prepare to enter a new decade, the next generation of young people could well be 
“the new believers” if we are willing to pass on to them the content of our faith tradition and the 
witness which we offer through our own personal response. 
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Parish councils in all our parishes, which, by the way, should include a youth representative, 
might well consider opportunities this coming year whereby the parish community might offer a 
living witness to our faith to our young people in Church today. This is a priority that no parish 
can neglect or postpone. It is in the context of such lived experiences of faith that vocations to 
the priesthood and religious life develop. Living our faith which is centered in the Eucharist and 
carried over into our daily lives becomes the challenge to the next generation of believers. To 
ignore this challenge in our parishes and diocese today could well create the situation twenty 
years from now when people would be asked to respond to an invitation to manifest their faith. 
And no one would come. Because no one would listen. We cold well miss a generation of 
believers. !
What are we going to do as a community regarding faith and the young person today? The 
answer is not in a book. The real solution is found in our lives and the parish communities which 
bring us together. !
I believe there is a generation of young people in our midst anxious to respond to the challenge 
of the Gospel. I believe there are countless numbers of young people ready to give a 
commitment to the Church in ways that could only be termed heroic. The choice is not only 
theirs, but also ours. What possibilities! Or, on the other hand, what tragedies!!

++++++++++!
The trip during the second week of July from Great Falls through Billings and on to Miles City, 
Wibaux, Baker, Mill Iron, Ekalaka, and Broadus involved over a thousand miles of driving, but it 
was a journey well worth the time and effort. !
In the southeastern part of our Diocese, there is a vibrant and strong faith despite the distance 
of many miles. It was good to be with the people of these communities and as l write this column 
I look forward to the same evidence of faith in the northwestern part of our Diocese at Chester, 
Hingham and Chinook. My travels involved journeys on new roads that offered a spirit of 
adventure such as the road between Ekalaka and Broadus. I drove it in the early evening and 
the sky and setting sun with magnificent cloud formations made the whole landscape look like a 
Charlie Russell painting. !
On the way back to Great Falls from Billings, I had a meeting in Lewistown and decided to take 
the gravel road from Lavina through the Lewis and Clark Forest to Lewistown. At times, I 
wondered about the wisdom of my decision, but the scenery and beauty were incomparable. I 
do have to remember not to try this particular route in the winter. Even Judith Gap looks 
better! ... This present week finds me at Legendary Lodge for a few days with the Bishops of the 
Northwest for some rest and relaxation, but it will be only too brief before moving on to celebrate 
Mass this Friday at Crow Agency and over the coming weekend at Sumatra, Forsyth and 
Hysham. !
The last few days of July and first few days of August will be spent in Billings with the hope of 
being able to visit some of the parishes and institutions informally during that week in the Billings 
community. I really look forward to that. Again, it has been a great couple of weeks. In no small 
way, the reason for that reaction on my part is due to the priests, religious and people of our 
Diocese. Thanks for that gift!
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++++++++++!
I received a phone call this evening from some old friends. After the initial greeting, the reason 
for the phone call was shared with me. Assunta Cossa had died. For many people beyond 
relatives, family and friends, the name of Assunta Cossa might not mean anything. But I 
remember some 14 years ago when I first met this amazing woman who was then 76. !
She came to Church each morning at 5:30 a.m. and stayed for each of the three Masses that 
were celebrated. She was an immigrant from Italy who brought a vision of a new life and future 
to this country. But she also brought a faith. She brought a belief in God, in Mary and the saints 
which she shared with all the people who knew her. !
For almost nine years, I served as a priest in the parish which Assunta Cossa lived. I preached 
each Sunday on the Good News of the Gospel, and she often was there. But as I reflect on 
these intervening years, I realize that Assunta Cossa preached far more to me, than I to her. 
She preached a belief and a hope and a love that was infectious. !
One of the joys of being a priest is the opportunity to meet people such as Assunta Cossa. She 
has died. But she has left a legacy and a heritage which few people can claim. She has shared 
a faith with a large family and became a witness to that faith in countless ways. !
The world should mourn and rejoice today. We have lost a amazing person from our midst, but 
we rejoice that God might now enjoy her presence for all eternity. You have no idea how much a 
sweater she knitted for me last Christmas means to me now. It brings a warmth that only people 
such as Assunta Cossa are able to give.  
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