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As individuals and as a nation, we are becoming conscious of the need to conserve the energy 
resources we possess. Television ads, radio announcements, and newspaper and magazine 
articles are constantly reminding us of simple but efficient ways in which we might take full 
advantage of the energy resources that are presently available to us. These are not simple 
reminders which have little or no effect on our lives. Because of the cost factors involved, we are 
slowly and hopefully becoming a nation appreciative of the gifts which are ours. !
In so many ways, the present "energy crisis" is a result of many factors which have developed 
over a number of years. It was simple to ignore these realities because energy was taken for 
granted, and we naively thought our sources for energy were inexhaustible. Now that a crisis 
has affected us, we have become very conscious of the value and benefits involved in the 
energy resources which are ours. !
In many ways, the relationship between energy and religion are quite similar from different 
perspectives. As a nation, we announce a basic religious belief in a national motto impressed on 
our coins - "In God We Trust." And yet, with all the advantages which belong to each of us within 
this nation, it is quite easy to echo this motto without ever having it affect our lives. We could 
well take God for granted.  !
Religious belief is part of the expectations that coincide with the characteristics of modem 
society. And yet, we could also take our religious belief for granted. However, so often when 
crisis occurs in our lives from a personal point of view, it is essential that we have the religious 
resources and energy in order to confront and face such crises. There is a need today to look at 
our religious resources as a People of God in a Pilgrim Church. The most basic and 
fundamental religious resource we possess is the gift of divine life given to us at Baptism. It is 
our responsibility to increase that life, to allow it to mature and develop, to let it increase within 
us. We achieve this through our reception of the sacraments, of the Eucharist and the 
Sacrament of reconciliation. !
There is a need to develop a spirit of prayer in each of our lives on a daily basis. Reading the 
Scriptures could well be one way in which that spirit of prayer might develop within us. The 
Rosary, private prayer, visits to the Blessed Sacrament are all choices we each have to develop 
religious strength and maturity. !
In the world today, we are conscious of the "have " and the “have not" nations when we discuss 
energy. The world is looking for ways in which our energy resources might be shared. The same 
is true from a religious perspective.  !
As followers of Jesus, we are asked to continue the mission of Jesus which is to preach the 
Good News of the Gospel to the world in which we live. If we develop our own spiritual 
resources, we are asked to share them with others. There are countless people in our society 
searching for meaning and significance to their lives. By our witness in faith to them, we could 
well invite them to share in the spiritual abundance which is ours. !
There are many others who, for various reasons, have walked away from the Church. In so 
many ways the individual lay person, priest or religious has the opportunity to invite such 
persons back to the Church, to challenge them to look once again at the Church today, to 
appreciate the power of its message and its mission. Each of us is asked to proclaim the Good 
News of the Gospel. 
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In many ways, the challenge of the Gospel and the Church today is to ask us to be missionaries 
once again. We are asked to reach out to the alienated and disenchanted and invite them into 
the Church. But words are not enough. The world today needs the witness of the followers of 
Jesus who recognize and appreciate the strength and energy which is theirs by the way in which 
we live our lives. The challenge is there. The perennial question is: what do we do with it? !

++++++++++!
The past weekend with visits to Danvers and Hobson proved to be another good experience as I 
try to complete the visitations to all the parishes in our Diocese. !
This week finds me in South Dakota at the Tekawitha Conference which is a gathering of people 
involved in ministry to and with the Native Americans in our country. It promises to be a good 
experience ... Next week we will be celebrating the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. !
In some countries of our world, this feast is known as “Our Lady's Day in Harvest." As we 
ourselves become involved in the harvest season, it might well be a time to honor Mary, the 
Mother of God, and ask for her intercession that our land may yield a rich harvest ... !
The stores are already giving us signals that the summer is almost over. The back to school 
sales are already being advertised. I would really urge our people with school age children to 
consider seriously the option of having your children attend Catholic schools if such schools are 
available in your community. The opportunities which a Catholic school education offers are 
indeed many. If a Catholic school is in your community, why not stop and visit with the principal 
and pastor to discuss this possibility ... Every child attending Catholic schools, but they find it 
financially impossible. At the same time, they are hesitant to ask for financial help or assistance. 
It would be really great if somehow or other a scholarship fund might be developed at the 
diocesan level to offer help to individuals so that young people today might be able to attend 
Catholic grade school and even Catholic high school. What do you think? ... !
As I begin the month of August this year, I realize that I am almost completing my first year as 
Bishop. Any reaction or comments that you would like to offer would be most appreciated. 
Likewise, it would be good to know if this column each week in the REGISTER is helpful or not. 
Drop a line or a postcard to me to let me know. It would be good to hear from you. I hope this 
last month of the summer proves to be a great time for all. 
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