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The 1980's are the decade of the Family. The Catholic Church in the United States has asked 
the Catholic community to give the family a priority in the ministry which the Church shares with 
its people. Recently, two Bishops have issued strong and powerful statements regarding the 
family. Their thoughts are well worth our consideration. !
Archbishop Borders of Baltimore has asked that Monday nights be set aside as family nights. He 
asked that all parish meetings and religious education classes be scheduled for other evenings 
in the week. He acknowledged that this idea to promote family nights at home as a major thrust 
of the Church's ministry follows the example of the Mormons, but there is a great need to bring 
families together if we are to live out our belief in family life. Monday nights would be a special 
time for families to gather together, to pray, to talk, to reflect. This seems to be a good idea not 
only for the people of Baltimore, but also for the people of Eastern Montana. Hopefully, literature 
and resources will be made available for parishes and families interested in family nights. !
Archbishop Bernardin of Cincinnati recently spoke on ways in which the Church can support 
married couples and their families. His ideas are well worth considering. There is a primary need 
for evangelization, the announcement and proclamation that marriage and family life are part of 
the Good News of the Gospel. The Christian community is asked to live out this Good News in 
word and action. !
A second major source of support for married couples and families is marriage preparation. This 
includes not only the immediate preparation for the engaged couple, but also the lifelong 
preparation which the Church and families offer through living and teaching the Christian 
message. There is a need for a strong and rich theology of sexuality which emphasizes 
sexuality as a gift from God with responsibility as a relational power that is more than a physical 
dimension of being a human being. !
Help for couples after they marry is another form of support for couples and families. A marriage 
relationship does not automatically grow and mature. There is a need to develop skills and 
virtues in helping the intimacy of couples become stronger. Other married couples in a 
community can offer this help through their example, encouragement, and interest. !
The Archbishop suggests a fourth type of support which can be offered by the Church through 
its efforts on behalf of social justice. Unemployment, high interest rates, low wages and 
discrimination are factors which translate into family instability. The Church must speak out on 
behalf of families which are economically insecure. !
Finally, the Archbishop asked for a compassion for families experiencing difficulties in their 
relationships as well as for those whose marriage have failed altogether. Again, a pastoral care 
for the divorced and separated is part of the Church's mission. Ways must be found in which the 
divorced and separated may participate more fully in the spiritual life of the Church while 
preserving the values of permanence and indissolubility as essential to Christian marriage. !
The above thoughts are not only offered for reflection; they also issue a challenge to all of us on 
behalf of married couples and family life. 
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