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Every so often these past weeks, I am encountered with the question: “How is your summer 
going?” In response to that question, I often enough answer by describing the life and activity of 
the Church in Eastern Montana. After listening to that response, the inquirer usually remarks, 
“You’re having a good summer, aren’t you?” Yes. I am having a very good summer and the 
reason is basically the continued opportunity I have to be in relationship to the people of our 
Diocese.!
This contact and relationship to people has taken on different forms and expression. It involves 
the celebration of new beginnings whether at Fort Benton when the Catholic community begins 
its second one hundred years of existence or at Rocky Boy where a new Church has been built 
and it was my privilege to dedicate. New beginnings were evident in the life of 14 children in 
Wyola when l celebrated their first holy communion and shared the presence of the Lord with 
them. It was also good to be a part of the laying of the cornerstone for the new Church structure 
in Joliet by using the new rite of the Church for such an occasion. This rite speaks of the Church 
building as a reflection of the people who are challenged to make the Lord come alive in the 
world today through who we are and what we do. !
The sacramental life of the Church is a continual powerful witness to the vitality of the Catholic 
community of Eastern Montana. This sacramental life is especially evident in the Eucharist 
which brings us together for the weekend celebration. This summer, I had the privilege of 
celebrating the Eucharist for the first time at the parish communities of FROID, BAINVILLE, BOX 
ELDER, WHEAT BASIN, MELSTONE, LAVINA, BROADVIEW, BIRNEY, LODGE GRASS, and 
MELSTONE as well as the mission station at LOCKWOOD. On one of these journeys, I also 
celebrated an outdoor Mass on a ranch for the parish communities of COLUMBUS and 
ABSAROKEE. A new occurrence happened on that occasion when a lamb came running around 
the altar as I was about to begin the homily. As the lamb bleated "baaa…, " I realized this was a 
new approach, telling me to keep the homily short. !
There were some important gatherings for the life of the Church here in Eastern Montana during 
the summer months. A Conference for Divorced and Separated Catholics brought over 200 
people from the Northwest to Billings to look for ways in which the Church might minister to 
people who find themselves in this lived reality. The Sisters of Providence has a gathering of 
religious women with a Providence heritage come together in Great Falls for a dialogue on the 
role of the Providence Sisters in the Church today. All reports indicated that it was a valuable 
meeting to further the mission of the Church through the great contribution which religious 
women offer. We were fortunate to have Father Martin Pable, OFM. Cap. offer an excellent 
program for the religious and priests on the subject of celibacy and sexuality and the unique 
charism which celibacy offers to the Christian community. A workshop on the ministry of Canon 
Law and Marriage was also offered for the priests of the Diocese in Livingston by Monsignor 
Kneal where he stressed the importance of Church law and marriage as guidelines we are 
expected to follow and not just interpret for ourselves. 
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It was a good summer also because of being able to talk with a number of young people about 
the possibility of a vocation to the religious life and/or who should consider this question 
seriously. There are many fine college seminary programs as well as affiliate programs with 
religious communities of women which I would encourage young people to consider. It will be a 
good experience to celebrate the ceremony of Candidacy in SAVAGE with Tim Struckman later 
this month as well as confer the ministry of Reader on WAYNE PITTARD in BRIDGER. Both 
these young men will be entering Second Theology this Fall. !
A personal highlight of the summer was being able to attend school for 10 days at Notre Dame 
with some 25 other bishops. It was an enriching and rewarding experience. And so when people 
ask, "How is your summer going?", the above account is not to take pride in the driving or travel 
that I have done, but to express gratitude for the opportunity to be the Bishop of Eastern 
Montana. It has been a great Summer! !

++++++++++!
Feast of the Assumption – A short appendix is added to the above to remind everyone that this 
Friday is the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day Of Obligation. On 
Friday, Catholics not only have the obligation to attend mass, but it is a privilege to do so. In the 
recent news releases that have surrounded the question of reducing the obligations of holy days 
down to two times a year – Christmas and the Immaculate Conception – it is important to note 
that the Church encourages the Catholic community to maintain the sacred nature of certain 
feasts in the Church year, whether there is an obligation to do so or not. I pray that this year’s 
celebration of the Assumption might be an encouragement for a renewed appreciation of Mary 
in the life of the Christian community. I would also appreciate and feedback people would want 
to offer regarding the publicized proposal to maintain the sacred nature of certain feast days, but 
to remove the obligation of attendance at Mass. Your letters and insights would be most helpful. 
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