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One of the signs of life within the Roman Catholic faith community today is the growth of the 
Charismatic Renewal. The Charismatic Renewal is one of many church renewal movements 
that has developed in the last 25 years. What distinguishes this renewal from others is its 
concern with the renewal of the Christian spirit, and not with the reform of structures and 
institutions. At the heart of the Charismatic Renewal is the recognition of the Holy Spirit as the 
agent and catalyst "to renew the face of the earth." !
Theologically, the Charismatic Renewal adheres to our faith tradition, but it does call for a 
renewed awareness of the action of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit's action in the lives of 
Christians demands a heightened consciousness of the Spirit’s presence to sanctify us and to 
call us to greater service in the Christian community. As people become more involved in the 
Charismatic Renewal, there is the development of charisms and personal experiences of the 
Spirit's presence. It is a pastoral responsibility of the Church to acknowledge authentic 
manifestations of such charisms and gifts of the spirit. !
One of the features of the Charismatic Renewal is its strong ecumenical thrust. As such, it is a 
good experience in grassroots ecumenism. Instead of discussing doctrinal differences, people in 
the Charismatic Renewal come together in a sense of joint prayer and friendship. However, for 
many people who do not have a good theological understanding of either the Catholic or 
Protestant faith tradition, there is the danger of disregarding and ignoring essential elements of 
a particular religious tradition. At the heart of ecumenism is the need to respect the points of 
divergence in belief and practice, while at the same time seeking for the common ground that 
unites us in a faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  !
Another characteristic of the Charismatic Renewal is the increased awareness of the healing 
presence of the Risen Christ. Healing can be an emotional response to personal need. Healing 
could well also be a contrived psychosomatic reaction to events in our lives. But Christian 
healing is present in the Church today when it recognizes the personal presence of the Lord 
Jesus as its source and when it comes from a community of prayer and a sacramental system.  !
Roman Catholicism has recognized the healing power of God down through the centuries. 
Lourdes is but one example that is known to the entire world as a place where unexplained but 
documented healing occurs. But a new dimension of healing is part of the Christian community 
today through the prayer for “inner healing" where a person opens himself or herself up to the 
affirming grace-filled action of God. The revised rituals for the celebration of the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation and the Anointing of the Sick offer new appreciation for the healing of the whole 
person - spiritual and physical. The Eucharist remains as the chief healing source for Roman 
Catholics who seek integrity and wholeness in their lives.  !
The Charismatic Renewal is one of the many dimensions of the life of the Church today. For 
some, it is an important dimension of their faith. For others, it is irrelevant. Within the Church 
today, there is room for such pluralism and diversity, while retaining the unity which is ours as a 
Roman Catholic Church. It is important to remember that throughout the ages, the Church has 
offered different forms of spirituality. It is wrong to impose one form of spirituality on an entire 
community when the Church recognizes different options. What is most essential in any of the 
renewal movements in the Church today is the unity that must be part of each movement with 
the Church itself, in its sacraments and ecclesial identity. 
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 Likewise, as charisms are shared by members of the community with one another, it is 
necessary to appreciate the gifts of the entire community. If individuals are blessed and gifted 
with special charisms, these gifts are given meaning not in the context of the individual, but in 
the wider context of the entire Church.  !
Today, the Spirit is alive in the Christian community. More and more I believe we should allow 
the Spirit to move freely among us, rather than confining the Spirit to one city or town or family 
or parish. We should have the universal vision of the Church by recognizing and appreciating 
the different ways in which the Spirit operates in the Church today. For some, the Spirit calls 
people to an experience in a prayer group; for others, to be more involved In family life; and for 
still others, it is the simple but profound response of being a good practicing Catholic in the 
world today. It is amazing the different ways in which the Spirit speaks and healing takes place. 
If we are open to the Spirit, he will truly renew the face of the earth.  !

++++++++++!
These past weeks involved a great deal of travel, but again it offered the opportunity for different 
experiences. The Tekawitha Conference in South Dakota was most worthwhile and helped me 
gain a new and better understanding of the Native Americans in their search for faith in the 
Catholic Church while retaining a sense of their own identity and culture. Afterwards, I went on 
to Portland for a Conference on Preaching with the priests of the Archdiocese of Portland. This 
week I am trying to catch up on a great deal of work which has piled up on my desk ... Next 
weekend, it will be good to join the people of Cascade and Fort Shaw for their annual outdoor 
Mass and picnic at the original first Mission Church in our area at St. Peter's ... and the following 
week will bring me again to Billings and Terry with the weekend at Pompey's Pillar and Custer. 
Throughout the summer, many people from the Midwest whom I have known for a long time 
have travelled through Montana and have stopped by to say "hello." Over and over again, they 
are awed and impressed by the land and the people. This week my sister, brother-in-law, and 
their children will be visiting Montana. It will be good to visit with them and to show them 
different parts of our Diocese ... It's hard to believe that summer is almost over. It has been a 
beautiful time and season. Montana is a place and a people where you really become conscious 
of the gift of life. That's a tremendous gift. Thanks for sharing it! 
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